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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Hon, G. W, \hles, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. J. J. Holmes (XNorth) on the
greund of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN.-REPLY.
Eleventh Day—Conclugion,
Drlate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND (East) [4.35]:
On rising for the first time in this House I
wish to express my appreeiation to you, Sir,
for the very cordial reception yon gave me
upon my entering the political arepa. I
recopnise the difficulties that eonfront me,
but I am satisfiel that the cordial reception
[ received at your hands will go a long way
to assist me in carrying out the duties that
devolve upon me. I thank members gener-
ally for the very kind and courteous recep-
tion they have given me, [ feel T om
amengst warm friends and that there lie
hefore me some very happy times, although
I expeet also ta experience some very stren
uots times. Ho far as I am able T shall
eonform to the rules and regulations gov.
erning the House, and I trust that you, Sir,
will not expericnce any trouble on account
of ncglect or deficieney on my part. T ns-
sure you of my desire to uphold the dignity
of the Hovse, and I express my loyalty te
you, and onre more to our sovercign Lord
the King. Tn all matters that come hefore
us T am determined to give the considera-
tion and unbinssed attention that every
moeasure is eutitled to reeeive. T shall not
he hiassed by any party feeling, because it
is our dnty fo Adevote sueh attention to the
wark liere as will make for the hest inter-
ests of the State as a whaole. T conpratnlate
the Leader of the Horse upon the position
he ocenpies.  When he was Minister for
Lends T was onc of his officors amil it was
there that [ learned to appreeiate his work
and to realise what he really had deme and
was deing for the State. So ling as he
econtimies to earry on the work of develop-
inT the State-—for it iy in the development
of the State that our wealth liee—T shall
be prepared to give him my whale-hearted
sumport.  Althowgh T was under his ivriadie-
tion T also had to sssist in the administra-
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tion of other forms of government. In the
best of them I found some things that were
not quite uwp to the mark and in the worst
of them I found things that were praise-
worthy, and between the two I came to the
conclusion that in every instance the pro-
ducer is the man upon whom they had to
rely. Now 1 find myself a memher of this
Chamber, and I realise that it is a non-
party House. Hete members may speak as
they think without expressing the resolutions
of any camera or caucus or other exeentive
body. T wish to be able to give unbiassed
and untramneelied attention to every sub-
ject that comes hefore us as it appeals to
me as an individual. I have noticed recently
in eertain sections of the Press that there
is a tendency to import partyism into this
Chamber, This I greatly deplore. It is

- bad enough to have party legislation eclse-

where, and when it is directed towards the
advancement of one section of the com-
munity without giving similar consideration
to other sections, it is our dnty to neutralise
its bad effects. I regret that any attempt
should be made to prevent this Hounse from
flealing with a measure in other than an un-
biassed and untrammelted way, It should
be a House of review. If it be made
a party House it will cease to be a
House of review, and +will bhe open to
the charge of being biassed through party
congiderations, This House eannot be consid-
cred as one standing for commercialism. It
represents the thrifty man and the married
man. A lad starting work at the age of
15 has to put by only half a crown a week,
and when he is 21 years of age he is quali-
fied to be an clector to this House. He hag
cnly to possess £30 worth of freehold pro-
perty, This indicates that a man not in
pozsession of this amount i3 not of a thrifty
nature, generally speaking., On the other
hand, a married man is living in a fairly
poorly-conditioned home if it is not werth
the £17 per annum that is required as rental
value,

Hon. E. H. Gray: That does not apply in
the timber areas.

Hon. H. J, YELLAND: If it does not
apply, the homes supplied to the timber
workers eammot be up to the standard. I
presume the hon. member refers to the faet
of timber workers heing given a home as
a concession. If that be so, they are in an
exactly cimilar position tp 2 numher of ¢ivil
servants, such as post office emplovees, who
are provided with homes 25 2 coneession con-
nected with their employment. To that in-
stance, although they may not pay dlrecﬂy
hy way of rent, thev have 2  concession
viven to them in lieu of salarv, and there-
fore they ean apply to he placed on the roll.

Hon, A, Lovekin: They eannot da that.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I trust this House
will never ¢onsist of members who will have
tn suliugate personality and individoalite
to the dictates of any one organisation. and
with detriment to another section' of the
commnunity. The Premier recently stated
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bis intention to continue the advancement
of the country by way of developmental
works. I realise that it is only upon the
development of our State that we van ex-
peet to balance the ledger. Development is
essential.  But are the Government truly
carnest in their desire to assist Western
Australia by a developmental policy? We
find they have started with a direet negative
in the introduetion of the 44-hour prinviple.
That principle represents the negation of
progress, I for one would like to see men
able to do with less work, but the question
is, can the eountry afford it to-day? At the
close of the war Germany promptly set about
making up leeway by working extra time in
oriler to inerease ountput. Tn Western Avs-
tralia, a country which because of its youth
and the peenliar eircumstinees of jts sitna-
tion has always had much leeway to make
up, the Governmeot are asking us to make
increased leeway by working only 44 honrs
per week. Australian conditions of produe-
tion are perkaps the most costly in the
world, and yet the Government of this State
are increasing that cost, and with the en-
hanced ecost they expeet us to  compete
against other countries which have lower
costs of production and are sending their
goods info the same markets. Again, this
imposition of the 44-hour weeck means in-
creased cost throughout the State. Which
section of the community is to earry the
extra cost? Undoubtedly it will fall
bark again on the producer. Not-
withstanding this, we are told to advance the
produetion of the State so that the ledger
may he halanced. With one hand the Gov-
ernment urge the people to produce more,
and with the other hand they intraduce
legislation which must hold Western Aus-
tralia’s production back. The 44-hour
principle is wrong, and represents a direct
blow at our productivity and an impedi-
ment to our progress, If the producers
are to make a do of it, they cannot afford
to work 44 hours per week. Indeed, they
will have fo work longer hours than in
the past in order t¢ make up the leeway
caused by concessions to other sections of
the community. In contesting the East
Provinee election T made it one of my
principal pledges to endeavour to intrease
production, as the only means hy which
the finanecs could be sqnared. T foel ver-
tain that increased production iy the only
means that will bring in the necessary
revenue to enable the Government to curry
on. TIf that is correct, we must pay more
attention to our agricultural resources.
The agricultural industry has now jumped
to the front, and is largely carrving the
buridens of the State. Recent!y T visited
the Eastern States, and for the firat time
travelled in (ueensland; and T returned
from (Jueensland with an elevated opinien
of this, our own State. T am perfertly
eonvineed that Western Australin’s poten-
tialities are second to nope in the (Comn-
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monwealth. It is for us to direct our un-
divided attention to the development of
our latent resources, if we are to come
into our own; and the sonner we do that,
the bhetter it will be for Western Aus.
tralia. We can do it only by apening up
our undeveloped areas and bringing them
into production without delay, and by
applying science to agricuiture in prder to
inerease the production of thosze parts of
the State which are already settled. As
an instance of what production has done
for Western Australia, I shall refer hack
to ihe vears 1916 amd 1911, when the
development of the eastern wheat belt
first began. At that time it was asserted
that the development of the wheat belt
was a grievous errer. Sir James Mitehell
was abunsed from every quarter. People
aail his pelicy was insane. 8ir James
received kick after kiek, He was cursed
and anathematised from every direction.

Hon. A, Lovekin: T do not think that is
gnite correct.

Hon. H, J. YELLAXND: T think it is
correct, because 1 happen to know that
Sir James Mitebell was much abused both
by those settled in the country and by the
dwellers in the cities and towns. Many
people vame to me with their grievances,
a fact which I took as a proof that the
grievanves were fairly widespread, But
now that the wheat belt has proved a sue-
cess, we are told Bir James did pot settle
it.

Hon. J. Ewing: Some people are very
unfair, are they not!?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: T have come to
the conclusion that there are two kinds
of honesty in this world. There is an
honesty whieh is not fair to the person
concerned, as in the case of Sir James
Mitchel); and that gquality can hardly be
called honesty. Wa had better leave such
honesty bebind us. Sir James was abused
for settling the wheat belt, and now that
the wheat belt i3 a proved surress wWe are
told that the work of settlement was done
by somebody else, T for one will not seo
Sir James abused for what he did. Let
bim have the credit to which he i8 en-
titled,

Hon. A. Lovekin:
here. .

Hon. J. Ewing: Tes, the same credit
as he is getting to-day.

Hon. H. T. YELLANXD: T do not say
that what T refer to has heen confined to
this House. T am speaking now of a
genernl expression of opiuien throughout
the State, 8ir James was Premier of
Western Australin up to a few months
ago, and thus was the representative ol
the State: and it was our duty then, as it
is our duty now, to defead him from
abuse, whether that abuse comes from im-
side this Chamber or ountside it,  After
being ahused for what he undertook, he
was refused the honour and glory attach-

He got every credit
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ing to his achievements. However, such
is human nature. Some pertinent facts
may Lelp us to realise exactly what has
taken place as a result of the develop-
ment of the wheat belt. T quote them in
order to show what has been aecomplished
in the past, and what may be expected to
acerue from further development of the
Btate. Since 1919 there have been about
11 millien sterling borrowed by Western
Aystralia. The borrowing was for various
purposes, but seven millions of the amount
were spent in the wheat belt, being used
for the development of the lands there,
and alse for the soldier settlement scheme.
Those seven millions are costing Western
Australia £400,000 per anaum. That
£400,000 is being collected again by the
Agricultural Bank and the Tndustries
Assistance Board. Certainly the reconp
of some of the money will be delayed, but
eventually it will come baek into the
Treasury. It weans that we have had
seven millien pounds’ worth of development
work which has cost the people practically
nothing. Tts cffect upon the State has
been to improve the financial position of
the Railway Department very matenally,
There was a loss of halt a million on the
railways in 1919, and they are now work-
ing on a level footing financially. In
other words, the expenditure of the seven
millicns on the wheat belt has during the
last five years returned to us an average
annual inecome of half a million sterling
through the Railway Department. That
in itg turn means that the seven millions
spent in development work on the wheat
belt will come back to the Treasury in 15
years’ time. If we borrow money for
development on such lines, we are on &
gsound financial basis. Sooner or later the
money comes back, and we shall be ahle
to utilise it for further development. The
value of the improvements and advant-
ages acerning is everlasting. The develop-
ment poliey to which I refer has also
exercised an influence over labour condi-
tions in Western Australia. I am pre-
pared to maintain that labour conditions
depend largely upon the development of
our eountry. If we develop and produce,
we will find work for everybedy. Pro-
duetion of wealth means employment of
labour. During the five years from 1919
onwards labour conditions have changed
very much for the better. Early in 1919,
when the expenditure of the seven
millions began, there were 3,000 men out
of employment in Western Australia. On
top of that, immigration was proceeding.
Purthermore, 11.000 men were returning
from the war. True, many of those 11,000
men were re-agsimilated into their ordinary
occupations; but a large percentage of
them had to be dealt with on the labour
market. After five years those 3,000 un-
employed are off our hands, and the pro-
portion of the 11,000 returned soldiers are
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off our hands, and the same remark applies
to the migrants, The development of the
country within five years so improved the
labour market that there were hardly enough
men to take the jobs offering. From that
point of view so long as we develop the
country, labour conditions must improve.
I therefore appeal to the Government to
continue that development, if they mean to
standl by the people whom they claim to
represent.  In connection with the develop-
ment of Western Australia I must refer to
the great North-West, and I shall also have
to consider the South-West with its grovp
settlements. I have not had an oppor-
tunity of visiting the XNorth-West, and
therefore cannot speak of it from personai
knowledge; but I belicve that it is possible
for us to develop that territory along the
lines of ecotton growing and tropical fruit
culture. 1 am firmly of opinion that sooner
or later the North-West, which is now said to
be the home of the coloured races in West-
ern Australia, will become a land that will
be a eredit and a benefit to our white
people. T {rust the North-West Depart-
ment will do all they can to increase the
possibilities of that part of the State.
While on this subjeet, I would like to
quote some wool statisties in order to show
the value of the industry to the State.
Most of our wool, as hon. members know,
is grown in the North-West. Tn 1914-15
we sent away 24 million lbhs.,, while in 1922.
23 the quantity was 42 million Jbs., almost
donble the figures of eight years befare.
As I bhave said, production that brings
wealth has ailgo an influenee on every see-
tion of the community, and especially upon
the labour market. It is imperative, there-
fore, that we should pay every attention
to the inercased production of wool, as
well as to increased production in other
respeets. These figures seem to me to
create confidence in this great State of ours,
and in the possibilities of the North-West.
Coming to group settlements, I am pleased
to note that the Government intend to con-
tinue the policy that was inaugurated by
Bir James Mitchell. An unfair attack has
been made on the ex-Premier. When he
proceeded to the Old Country he placed
before the Imperial authorities certain coa-
ditions which were accepted, and then when
he returned he was landed to the skies for
the great deal he had made. The papers
were full of it and the commercial people
spoke about it, and he was hailed to be a
good fellow because he had effected what
he went Home to carry out. Somebody else
went later, and working on the lines pion-
eered by Sir James Mitchell, was able to get
perhaps a little better deal. Naturally that
came as the result of experience. Tm this
State, however, the operations that have
been carried ont have disclosed that it has
not been possible to do everything that
was desired, from the finaneial point of
view. Then becanse the scheme has not
turned out trumps completely, Sir James
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Mitche!l iz abused on the score of so-called
failure.

Hon. J. Ewing: There is wvery little
difference between the Federal scheme and
ours.

Hon. H, J. YELLAXD: “When the
acheme was inaugurated Sir James was
praised, and because it has not turned out
as succcessfully as some people expected,
he is abused.

Hon, A, Lovekin:
substance.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: Why did not
the people tell him themn that there was
only a shadow in it?

Hon. A. Lovekin: So we did.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If Sir James
had been told that when he first inaugu-
rated the scheme, there might have been
some justification for the criticism that has
sinee followed.

Hon, A, Lovekin: Turn up ‘‘Hansard'’
of two years ago and sec for yourself.

Hon, H, J. YELLAND: Very well, I
will lock up ‘‘Hansard.’’ BSir James Mit-
¢hell has now relinquished office. He had
been defeated when I was returned to this
Chamber. When eriticisin is offered, I ex-
pect it to be of a constructive nature. Tt
is only by eriticism of this kind that we
can assist the eountry and the Government
that may be in power. It is my intention
at aill times to offer eriticiam of this de-
eription and I intend also, whenever it lies
in my power, to assist the Government in
its policy of development. T found that
practically the first two speeches I heard
in this House—those of AMr. Holmes and
Mr. Lovekin—constituted an attark upon
Bir James Mitehell. T like Awnstralian fair
play, but that kind of thing appears to
me to he hitting a man when he is down,
Both those hon. members admitted that
they had assisted to bring about the ex-
Premier’s defeat, and not satisfied with
that, they eame into this House prepared
to abuse him and kick him after the defeat.
That is not what T call Awstralian £air
pPlay. T would not he guilty of using such
unfair taeties.

Hon. A. Lovckin:
kicked him?

Hon. 1. J. YELLAND: There is too
much destructive eriticism. Unless a mem-
ber is prepared to offer helpful criticiam,
he cannot he of much assistance to the
State. When we have destroyed, it is
pretty hard work to build vp again. T am
satisfied that the group settlement policy
must be continued, and that we must de-
velop the South-West, The State requires
that that policy shall be earried out, and
the Empire has been demanding it, whilst
the safety of our territory also makes it
imperative. If we are not prepared to do
that, someone clse may attemnt to do it tor
us. I will not say too much about group
settlements just now because there is to be
a Commission appointed to investigate the
position. But I should like to compare the

All shadow and no

Why do you say I
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antagonism that has been shown towards
the schieme at the present time with the
antagonism displayelf towards the develop-
ment of the wheat belt in 1910-11. I am
inclined to think that the latter waa even
greater than the opposition now being shown
to South-West development. Western Aus-
tralia lost, through the development of the
wheat areas, about £200,000 on account of
inexperience in the cultivation of certain
unsuitable lands, Are we to say that, on
account of that loss, we would have been
justified in throwing aside any further work
of development at that time? We ghall al-
ways have losses, and if we are always
going to permit such losses, incurred in the
iuitinl stages of a policy of development, to
stand in the way of further progress, then
we shall never make any advance. I ad-
mit there is & possibility of losses in con-
nection with group settlements, but those
who have offered opposition to that scheme
of development have never had the temar-
ity to suggest anything in its place, In
connection with the development of the
South-West we must naturally take into
consideration the possibilities of dairying.
Mr. Baxter told us the other night that
ahout 500 cows only were available in West-
ern Anstralia for the groups. A little
while ago, when I was in Adelaide, it was
reported in the papers there that our Min-
ister for Lauds had said that 2,500 cows
would be required for the groups. 'This
puts u3 in a preearious position with re-
gard to finding stock for the groups. We
have to pay striet attention to the class o1
eow that we give to the settlers, In the
Eastern States the dairying industry has
been in existence for the past 50 years, am
the people engaged in it have developed a
very fine type of cow, I know that they are
not too keen on letting us have any of the
progeny, because of their own requirements
over there. So that if we make an effort
to secure stoek in the Eastern Sfates we
shall be offered inferior animals and it will,
in consequence, be difficult for us to supply
the group settlers with the best type of
stock. If we can get five or six really good
cows, they will be worth a dozen poor ones,
and it is eertain that if we do secure in-
ferior stoek we shall assist the settlers to
find their way to the bankruptey court.
Then we are faced with this fact, that
whilst we are trying to establish the dairy-
ing industry, the Eastern States are en-
deavouring to stabilise the market. That in-
dicates the parlous condition in which the
industry finds itself in the kastern States,
due to the high eost of production. The
dairving induatry is about one of the hard-
est in which an individual ean engage; it
is often heart-breaking work, involving
long hoonrs and seven days a week. It is on
that account that many peonle will not have
anything to do with it. The industry can
only be properly engaged in by an 1n-
dividual with a family, otherwise he is up
against Jabour conditions. The Government
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have a very difficult problem before them
in ccnnection with the development of the
industry in this State. I wish to offer a
few remarks on the subject of deventralisa-
tion, touched upon by Mr, Burvill at the
previous sitting. I can readily support what
Mr, Burvill said in connection with the need
tor opening up oar ports anl therely re-
ducing the expengses of our railways, In
connection with decentralisuticn, we must
remember that the price of gouds sold at
the world’s parity canpot be increased with-
in owr Legislative halls. XNo legislation
can affeet the prives that we van get in
competition with the world's producers. The
only way te reduce the cost te the produevr
is to reduve the cest of delivering goods to
the world s market. This can ouly be done
by opening up our various ports, and re-
dueing ihe cost of railage from the farm
to thue port of embarkation. If we could
do this there would be less unnegessary
huulage over the railways, and the rail-
wnys would pay better. Education plays a
big yart, a greater part than most of us
realise, in the development of the country.
One of the causes for the intlux of people
to the city is the greater advantages to le
derived for their children fromn city educa-
tional facilities. Our insufficient and in-
efficient country schools largely account fov
this drift. We need more schools in the
country, and better schools. T venture to
say the pioncers of the country have been
penalised through their children far more
than most of us realise, becausc they have
not had efficient schools, and in many in-
stanees the population has hecn so spars?
that they have had no school at all. That
was one of the greatest diffienlties that T,
as a farmer in the wheat belt, was up
agninst. There are scores of chi'dren seat
tered ahout the country, and it is impos-
sible for them to pet any schooling. Thern
is a svafem of correspondence classes in
vogue in the Education Department, but
Httle children do not understand the tuition
given bv this means. Tt, therefore, devolves
upon the parent to spend several hours a
day in directing the children in their own
home, and the parents have not the time 1o
do it. In despair, the people send tneir
children awav, ar have to mo to the eity to
have their children educated. Mr. Gray re-
ferred to the cost of eonveving country
childdren, namely, 64, a dav, hrinz a tax
uron the community that shonld he wiped
ont.

Hon. E. H, Gray: I did not say that.
I =aid the system required regulating and
the amount redneing.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Whrn Mr. Gray
snearated that this rate shonld he redneed
anid hetter facilities given to eity childron,
I e¢ould not help thinking he was showing
a lack of intelligent thought. The de-
velonment of the country depends on the
eitucational farilities given to the chil-
dren, and if he had looked at the matter
from a broad point of view I am sure he
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would huave geen that 6d. a day allowance
was a very small one. 1t does not amount
to more than £13,000 a year. Most of that
amount is picked up not hy the wealthy
farmers, but by the people who need it
most, vumely the workers in the country.

Hon. E, M. Gray: T am preparel to
prove that ia not o,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: [ am apoaking
fiom knowledge [ have gained from the
people I have seen, It is usually the
pinneer who goes out into the country aud
develops it, and who is in sueh a bad posi-
tion. The Governmoent say to him ¢ We
will allow yon 6id, a day susteannes to
enuble your ¢hild to be driven to the near-
est srhoel, ko that you will not be deprived
of the advantages of elucat’on.’

ilon. E. IL Gray: I have nu objection
to that,

Hon, H. J. YELLANI}): That is all that
is done,

Hon. E. H. Gray: Some people get as
much a8 138 a week.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXD: Then they must
have at least seven children in the family
going to school. A man who has a family
of that size is an asset to the State, and
is worth more than 133. a week.

Hon, E. H. Gray: So he is in the eity.

Hon. G. W. Qliles: Not so much in the
city as in the country.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Xot more than
three children on an average are heing
conveyed at any one time from one family.
More often the boys ride their own ponics.
Most of the parents who reeceive this
allowance arg either pioneers or workmen.

Hon, E, H, Gray: The pioreers do not
aet it, because they bave not a horse to
spare.

Hon. H. .J. YELLAND: Tt is their fault
if they do not get it. How can anyone
keep a pony on 7s. 6d. a week? The ques-
tion is whether we should give people out-
hark the opportunity of having their chil-
dren edurated, or provide further advant-
ages to children in the city who already
bave schools within easy walking dis-
tance. There iz not a single person in
the eastern wheat belt but would readily
make his children walk to schanl if there
was pne near enouch, As it does not Pey
the Government to establish a large num-
her of schanls, the hest thing for them to
do is to assist the children to go to sehools
alrendy establivshed, where they wmay
ohtain the rudimerts of an edueation.
Mr, Gray seems to have lnst sizht of the
broad jssues at stake,

Hon. E. H, Gray: I have reen the sys-
tem abused, and that is why T spoke

ahout it.
Hon. H. J, YELLAND: Tt is mot
ahused. He is direetly attacking the

broad issnes that underly the development
of the ronntry throngh the training of
the intetlect of the riging generation,
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Flon. J. E. Dodd: Many city children
travel free on the railways.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I am glad to
have Mr. Dedd’s assurance on that point.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We should kesp the
country children in the couniry, imstead
of bringing them to the city.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Many children pay
railway fares when attending special
classes.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If country

people want to send their children to,
gpecial classes they have to send them to
the city, and pay for their board and
residence there. Country ehildren are
already at a disadvantage but the hén.
member wouald like to take away from
them the small advantage they have, and
give it to the children in the city.
Hon. E. H. Gray: I did not say that.

.Mon. H. J. YELLAND: The inference
wag there. Bducation costs the State
more per pupil in the country than it
does in tho city, but the education given
in the eity is superior to that given in the
country. This is due to the fact that the
department sends to the country only in-
experienced teachers, 1 do not say the
department is not doing its best. We all
recognise the good that is being done by
the young teachers in couniry schoois.
‘When, however, 1 teacher has four or five
clagges to condmet, with perbaps not more
than three or four children in each class,
he or she is unable to give proper atien-
tion to the children, such as is given to
them in the city. FParents, therefore, have
to send their children to town if they
desire them to be well educated. This
accounts for a great deal of the drift to
the city. The attack by Mr. Gray or the
system of country edncation, iz a direet
attack vpon the development of the coun-
try. Very few sons of farmers receive the
allowance he spoke of. When he attacks
the travelling allowance given to country
children he is largely attacking that see-
tion of the community he is supposed to
represent. The eduecation of our children
eantiot be measured in terms of pounds.
shillings and pence. The eduncation vofe
should never be reduced.

Hon. E. B. Gray: Spend the mobey in
getting a better class of feacher.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: T should be glad
if ¢{he class of teacher could be improved.
I am pleased that further secondary
schools are heing established, and that
Albany is to be taken into consideration
in that respect. T believe this will be of
great importance to the producers along
the Great Sovthern railway. I am glad
the Government have decided to eatablish
an agricwitural college, and that this will
sgon be an accomplished fact., 1 have
been told by -Mr. Ewing thai the sum of
£15,000 shonld bave been spent on- the
project last yoar and a eimilar amount
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this year. If there is likely to be any
mistake in the e¢hoice of position for the
college, T should like to see the matter
left over for a year or two. The college
when established must be one for all time.
The total sum of £30,000 set aside for the
purpose is not sufficient, and should be
materially increased. Weatern Australia
is mainly an agricultural State. We must
develop that industry aloog scientifie
lines, We have before us the experience
of the Eastern States, where there are .,
many fine agrieultural colleges. We alsv
bave before us the progressiveneas of
America, with all her seientifie research.
We should, therefore, be able {o apply all
the principles of agricultural science that
¢an be collected from every part of the
world. Western Australia will have to
‘depend almost entirely upon her produe-
tion from the land, and should have an
agricaltural college second to none in the
Commonwealth. The som of £30,000 is
pattry when we consider the establishment
of a vollege that will be of benefit to the
State for generations to come. The
amount should be reviewed.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It is only a be-
ginning, aud a good one,

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: We must de-
velop our agricultural indusiry along seien-
tific and up-to-date lines, but this eannot be
done for £30,000. Xf this sum were looked
upon merely as a beginning, and prepara-
tions were made for further developmant
and further advances towards this objeet,
all might be well. Let us have a college
established on the best possible lines, and
let us have one that will take second place
to none within the Commonwealth.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It is much more than
the Ilniversity had to start with.

Hon. H. 1. YELLAND: It bas to be re-
membered that the University requires to
have ouly the buildings erected; with the
agricnttural eollege it is neccssary to pur-
chase a fairly large property as well as to
evect the bnildings and provide all the para-
phoernalia necessary. Dealing with the In-
dustries Assistance Board, it has been stated
that thcre will be 2 loas of abont £1,000,000
as tho result of itz cperations. 1 am in-
clined to think that the Minister for Agri-
eulture has slightly overestimated the actual
expon=es in conncetion with that institution
and the losses generafly. I do not think the
loss will be 80 great. T believe the Tadus-
tries Assistance Board has served its pur-
pose and the losaca made have meani the
salvation of the indusiry. Mnch has leen
said regarding the intention of the Minister
for Lands to remove some of the settlers
who tave mot made good. The argument
has leen used that if those settlers lenve
their farms, some one clse will come in and
rean the benefit of the reduced asscssments,
If the lapd iz good enough, and the settler
is a satisfaetory worker, there is no reason -
why his indebtedness should pot be written
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down and the individual given another op-
portunity to make good. It is better to write
down the loss on behalf of the man who is
already on the property, rather than to allow
someone clse to take over the holding and
reap the henefit of his labour. The personal
equation most he taken into consideration
and, applying that to a lot of the settlers,
I am inclined to think that the (fovernment
are justified in many instances, in the an.
ticipnted action indicated, The reference
to development hrings me to a consideration
of the Midland Railway Co. and their con-
ceagion. [ have not been able to go inte
the quertion deeply, but there are ome or
two obhservationy I wish to make. When
passing through the Midlan@ Company’s
areas tetween Perth and Moora, I have
notieed that farmers generally there have
not heen able to oprogress as have
farmers in  many other parts, where
they secured the land direet from the
Government. That result is due to
the fart that people who selected land
from the Government direct have been
able to secure assistance through the
Apgrienltural Bank and throvgh the Indua-
tries Aesirtance Board, Those conditions do
net o1 erate with the Midland settlers. They
are entitled to some consideration and if
terms were quirkly made with the Midland
Comj any for the purchase of the line and
the concession, the interests of the State
would be scrved. There are huge tracts of
land in that part of the State that can be
develaped, and the resolt weould be satis-
factory to Western Awstralia in the long
run. T had intended touching upon the
fruit marketine question, hut perhaps it is
not nee-ssary to do so at the present june-
ture. When T visited the Eastern States
recently I noticed that in Queensland the
autherifies have taken the bull by the horns
in econrection with the pooling system and
have made it compulsory, whether the grow-
erg like it or not, T am satisfied that if the
pooling svstem is te Dbe introduced for the
handline of our primary products, it must
be along compnlsory lines. I have en-
croached upon the patience of hon. mem-
bers long epough. TFrom the trend of my
remarl's I think they will realise that my
vhole heart and sorl is in the development
of the country. Tt is only by that means
that we can expect to get such returns as
will permit us to balance the ledger. Tt will
take a leng time to do it. We must look
forward, perhaps for generations, to the de-
velopment of the country as the only pos-
rible means whereby we can elevate this
great State of nurs to the position it will
ultimat-ly reach in the Commonwealth of
Australin. Tn conclvsion, may I say that T
have nnbounded confidence in the possibili-
ties of Western Australia, in the people who
are endeavouring to develop it and, last but
not least, T have confidenee that the present
(Government intend to do all they nossibly
can to assist in that development. 8o long
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as they look steadfastly towards develop-
mentnl works, bringing all our resources into
fruition and by scientific application to
increase the production of lands already
producing, then I can assure the Govern-
mient that they will have my whole-hearted
aupport, and that I will do all I can to
assist in the advancement of the project
they have in hand,

Hon, H. A. STEPHENSON (Mectro-
Ag one of the
new members of this House I would like
to take this opportunity of comgratulating
Mr. Drew upon his appointment to the
leadership of this Chamber. I had not
met the hon, member prior to my entry
here, but from remarks that have fallen
from other hon. members, both inside and
outsidle the House, 1 feel quite satisfied
that he will conduct the business of the
Iouse to the satisfaction of members and
with credit to bhimself, T would like to
thank membters far the kind remarks of
welcome to new members, I realise that
the Couneil has set a very high standard
for the conduct of its business and I shall
endeavour to live up to that standard, T
do not intend to take up much time, but
there are one or two matters to which [
shall refer briefly, I would like to draw
attention to the statement wade by the
Leader of the House with regard to our
trade with Java and the Federated Malay
States, particularly with reference to its
effect upon the State’s motor ship **Kan-
garoo,’” The Minister made a statement
on this subject in the ‘' West Australian’’
of the 17th .July last, In the eourse of
that statement he said--

The support given by Western Aus-
tralian exporters to the m.a. *'Kangaroo'’
on the Java-Singapore trade is, I regret
to have to say, not of a very encouraging
noture, I feel that our exporters should
tnke a greater advantage of the benefits
open to them by reason of the veasel
being on this route. I have gone tho-
roughly into the question, and I trust
I may receive the valuable help of the
Press in my efforts to improve matters
in the direction to which T refer. A
survey of the situation is necessary to
enable yvour readers to grasp the position.
When the m.s. *'Kangaroo’' was pur-
chased in 1915, the Goverament had in
view that she should eventually be fitted
to enable the trade. which was expected
to grow up between this State and the
adjacent country of the Duteh East In-
dies and the Federated Malay States to
he adequately catered for, and also te
provide a means of transporting live
stock and frozen meat from the far North
to the metropolitan markets,

The ‘'Kangaroo’’ was originallv intended
to provide meat that would reduce the price
to the consumer in the metropolitan area.
Slortly afterwards the war commenced and
practically every privately-owned steamer
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was commandeered by the Admiralty. Be-
ing & State-owned vessel, the ‘‘ Kangaroo'’
was allowed to roam about the ocean, and
she was practically what I call a *‘freight
pirate.’”’ On six charters she made some-
thing like £300,000, The normal freight
before the war was something like 27s, 6d.
per ton. On various occasions the ‘Kan-
garoo’’ had charters at £13 per ton, and
on one shipment from Western Ausiralia
to Egypt she earned approximately
£100,000.

Hon, E, H. Gray: That was an indica-
tion of what the other companies had been
making,

Hon, H. A, STEPHENSON: Asg I have
already mentioned, the ships belonging to
private companies were commandeered by
the Admiralty during the war and the com-
panies had to take what they were given.
I would like to know what has become of
the money earned by the ‘‘Kangareo’' dur-
ing that period.

Hon. E. H. Gray:
dated Revenue,

Hon. H, A, STEPHENSON: When the
‘‘Kangaroo’’ returned to Western Aus-
tralia and it was decided that she should
take up her running on the North-West.
Java-Singapore trade, the Government also
decided to send a delegation to the East
Indies to aseertain what could be done to
increase the export trade to those countries.
I had the honour of being a member of
that delegation, and I have a report fur-
nished by the chairman of that bedy. I
would like to read the names of those who
comprised the delegation, showing the
organisations they represented.  They in-
cluded the following: C. 8. Nathan
(chairman of the Council of Industrial
Development), J. C. TPort (W.A, Saw-
millers’ Association), TI. A. Stephenson
{Produce Merchants’ Association), K. H.
Watson (Flour Millers’  Association},
A. C. R. Loaring (Primary Producers’
Association), W. M, Gray and T. Nishet
{Chamber of Manufactures), H. J. Lam-
bert (journalist}, and A, H. Macartney
(secretary). Aboard the vessel was a con-
signment of stock for Singapore, We
called at Java but counld mot remain there
for long on account of the live stock.

Hon, .JJ. W, Kirwan: Was that the dele-
gation that Mr. Scaddan accompanied?

Hon. H, A, STEPHENSON: Yes, he
went in his capacity as Minister for In-
dustries. At any rate we got to Singapore.
There was a huilding there, the old post
office, with an approximate area of 3,000
sq. Tt., situated centrallv in Raffle 's-square.
It was rapidly eonverted into a West Aus.
tralian exhibition hall. A comprehensive
display was made of our primary produets,
copsisting of flour, wheat, bran, pollard,
oats, chaff, potatoes, ete., tastefully decor-
ated by bundles of wheat sheaves. In this
section we also included dried fruits, enr-
rants, sultanas, raisins and lexing from the
Swan Settlers’ Association and J. N. Cox
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of Coolup, snd dehydrated froits and vege-
tables, the product of the Kendenup es-
tate. The flonr milling industry was well
represented by a very handsome exhibit
from the Flour Millers’ Association, con-
taining A number of receptacles showing
wheat cleaned, mifled and dressed, and its
various by-products, while Messrs. F. & C.
Picsse and the York Flour Milling Co. also
made attractive displays. In the general
section the following manufactured pro-
duets and firms were represented: Gas
gtoves, bath heaters and sanitary ware,
Metters Ltd.; ales and stouts, Swan Brew-
ery and Castlemaine Brewery; chocolates,
confectionery and cordials, Plaistowe & Co,
Ltd.; baking powders, jellies, condiments,
W, D. Moore & Co. and Richard Holmes &
Co.; jams, pickles and sauces, Rayner &
Co.; Dbiscuits, eakes and puddings, Mills
& \Ware and H. Hunt; soaps, W. H. Bur-
ford & Souns; toilet preparations and
essences, Wattle Preparation Ce.; medi-
cinal requirements, Neale, Constable & Co,,
F. H. Paulding & Co., and British Drug
Co.; leather trunks, bags, and general
leatherware, Mallahone & Co.; harness and
leather goods, Hugo TFischer & Co., A. E.
Arundel & Co.; wines, Santa Rosa Distil-
lery Co.; tinned fish, Westral Freezing
and Tinning Co.; cyclone products, Cyelone
Fence Co.; hrushware, W.A. Brush Co.;
paints, kalsomine, Calyx Paint Co.; sandal-
wood oil, Plaimar & Co.; tiles and drain
pipes, Stome Pipe and Pottery Co.; cement,
W.A. Portland Cement Co.; white lead,
Australian Mining & White Lead Co.; manvu-
factured stationery, Detmolds Titd,; glyco-
paste, Granville & Co. So it will be seen that
it was 2 fairly representative gathering. We
had practically every class of manufacture
represented. We held an exhibition for 10
or 11 days, and did all we could to push
business. We then came back to Java. On
the way to Batavia we had the decks
fitted up, and when we got there we ex-
hibited our goods. Despite all this, there
has ‘been very little improvement in the
business. The trouble is that outside of
two or three lines the goods they require in
Java and Singapore are goods that we our-
selves are importing, and until we can sup-
pl¥ ourselves, we have little or no chance
to supply the requirements of Java and the
Federated Malay States,

Hon. A. Burvill: What elass of goods?

Hon. H, A, STEPHENSON: Butter,
bacon, ham, cheese, dried fruitse and the
like,

Hon. A, Burvill: You will find them all
in the South-West when it iz developed.

Hon, H. A, STEPHENSON: Those are
the goods we ourselves are importing. There
are a few lines we can supnly, such as
flour, fresh fruit and sandalwood. The
figures quoted by Mr. Drew refer to the
last three years. Practically there has been
no improvement since the delegation went
up with the ‘‘Kanpgarco.’’ Tn flour we
continue to hold our own; this year we
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have done a little better. We have five or
six flour millers in Western Australia keenly
interested in the export trade, and they
leave no stone untwrned to cater for the
trade.  Our Hour mills are ecapable of
turning out semething like 100,000 tons ot
flour per annum, Fresh frait has just about
held its own. But we have at least half x
dozen lirms who are catering for the fresh
fruit trade and also other lines, Sandal-
woud las increased during the last year or
80. Uf course we have a virtual inonopoly
in sandalweod, somcthing like 990 per cent.
of the world’s production, and so we can do
ay we like with it. As a rule, the sandal-
wond shippers make their own arrange-
ments.  So there is very little chance of
improving the trade generally. Mr, Drew
in his statement said that a member of the
Perth Chamber of Commeree had brought
up the question before that body and sug-
gested that concerted action to improve
matters be taken by the manufacturers.
. Unfortunately, the members of the Cham-
ber of Comsnerce did not feel that there
would be any great advantage in following
out the suggestion. Since then one or two
companies have been sending their own re-
presentatives there, but there does notf- seem
to be any general movement towards the
desired end. As President of the Chamber
of Commerce at that time, I may say the
reason why no action was taken was be-
cause the Chamber did not think the trade
was there and, as Mr, Port and I had re-
presented the Chamber on that trip of the
‘*Kangaroo,”’ on our report they thought
it was useless to go any further—that if
the bnsiness was not there, it could not be
ereated. The Terth Chamber of Commerce
is just as keenly alive to the interests of
Woestern Australian trade as is anv other
section -of the community, and is at all
times anxious to assist the Government of
the day in the advancement of the Stats.
Tt is not the fanlt of the traders that the
f“Kangaroo’’ i3 not a paying proposition.
In my opinion she never will pav on this
route, beeause she is not suvitable. She is
too slow, and moreover- the business is not
there. She rarely does more than ecight
knots. Tt tock os two months to go to
Singapore in her and come back. Of course
she had not been docked for over two years,
and so was very foul. Several times 1
looked over the side at night and could
net tell whether she was poing or coming
hack. My advice to the Government is to
sell the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ while they have an
opportonity, hecanse in two or three years’
time it will he very difficult to do so. She
never has paid except when freight-pirat.
ing during the war. I am opposed {o State
trading. Government trading is immoral.
Tt iz the Governments function to govern,
not to trade. Interference with private en-
terprise hy Government enterprise killa
energy, initiative, ambition and creates-dis-
trust in the minds of the investing publie.
It Lrings about ¢hnos and atagnation. De-
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ficiencies owing to (Government mismanage-
ment have to be made up ot ot Uonsoli-
dated Revenue, and the whole of the com-
munity suffers for the privilege of allow-
ing the Government to experiment in secial-
istic enterprises that would be better left
to private emterprise to develop. I should
like to read a statement by Sir Arthur Cox,
Treasurer of New South Wales, This ap-
peared in the *‘Woest Australian’’ of April
12th—

In the opinion of the State Treasurer
(Sir Artiur Cocks), one of the chief
vauses of high taxation in Australia has
heen the entry of different Guvecnments
into business enterprises. Allowing for
the profits on some of the enterprises in
the Commonwealth, he gaid, the iuvcred-
ible total of £7,661,988 had been abso-
lutely wasted, Most of that had been
loan money, or if not, it had imcreased
loan money. It had inereased borrowing

necessities to the amount lost, That
meant that the taxpayers had to  fined
about £459,71Y annually in  interest.

Every taxpayer would be penalised until
that mouey was paid back. It was a stag-
gering realisation and a stern lesson to Gov-
ernments of the future, The figures were
mostly up to June 30, 1923. The Com-
menwealth easily headed the list with an
cstimated loss of £2,645,761 on the ship-
ping and shipbuilding activities, plus a
loss of £1,628,895 on war service homes,
representing a total loss of £4,274,656.
The accumulated net losses on State en-
terprises in New South Wales to June 30,
1923, were £356,98]1. To this aum had to
be added £413,720, the net loss on Walsh
Talapd to date, making the total £772,-
711, These figures took into considera-
tion an accumulated profit on the brick-
works, metal quarries, and Monier pipe
works, .The total losses on Queensland
Government enteeprises to June 30, 1923,
were £823,665, Woestern Australia on the
game date had aceumulated losses amonnt-
ing to £457,914.

Hon, G. W. Miles: That should have been
doubled.

Hon, H. A. STEPHENSON: That was to
the 30th June, Y923, and it deals only with
actual losses, not depreciation. It shonld be
rot only doulled bat trebled, and then n
little more could be added hefore nne got
the true porition. The report goes on to
5AY —

Tasmanian losses were £69.246, or, ac-
cording to later figures phlished in the
Press, £77,000. The operations of Vie-
toria and South Australia were negligible,
and in each case resulted in a profit.
My object in having this siatement
prepared,’’ said Sir Arthur Cocks, ‘i
te write in red letters ene of the causes
of high taxation to-day. The great ad-
ventnre has been undertaken and failed.
Sueh adventures will ahwava fail, Bue-
iness men surered as the vesult aof a life-
time of study and business, Ther pick



[20 Aveust, 1924.]

their managers and head men and under
men for speeial qualities ol fitness, and
promptly sack them if they don'’t make
good. Such conditions do not prevail in
Government ddej:artments, and muddle and
waste go on until we get appalling ex.
amyles like Cockatoo Island, Walsh Island,
the trawlers, and the war service homes.
In New South Wales we have wiped out
the worst of the socialistic  enterprises,
and, if the people ever again permit a
Government to establish new ones, they
will deserve to he ealled asses.”’

Hon. G, W, Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon, H. A. STEPHENSON: What the
people of Western Australia deserve to be
called, [ do not kmow.

Hon, G. W. Miles:
word in this House.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: My advice
to ihe Government is to get rid of the whole
of the State enterprises, ¢ut their loss sud
make a fresh start. By doing that they
will oestablisk confidence in the investing
public. We eannot do without private
enterprise, for two reasons: We cannot
do without their money and we cannot do
withuut their brains, but not uutil sueh time
as Government trading is eut out shall we
get real prosperity in the State. I am
pleased that the Covernment intend to carry
out the immigration and land settlement
policy initiated Ly Sir James Mitehell. I
have sat here night after night and have
heard Sir James critieised in a way that I
did not think was possible by either Austra-
lians or Pritons. To my mind he has not
received fair play. He has been kicked nnd
knocked about while he wag down, and
he was knoeked down from behind. T have
been in Western Aunstralia for 26 years and,
as a keen husiness man, have noted the
fluetuations not only in my own finances bui
in the finances of the Slate, and I say with-
ort fear of contradiction that on two oe-
casions Sir James Mitchell saved the posi-
tion financially., The first time was when
there was a sharp decline in mining, We
kad uwnemployed in all directions: mines
were closing down; men were leaving the
State; business was stagnant, What were
we to det Rir James Mitchell enunciated
his scheme for settling peaple in the wheat
belt, and from that time onward for sev-
eral vears we had sucecess. The  financial
position improved greatly and after a few
years things were tunhing smonthiv. Then
the war intervened and the magority of onr
young mén went away to do their ‘duty.
The result was a decline in agrienlture,
which became very acute at the time Sir
James Mifehell came into power. Things
were very had indeed at that time. The
ship of State was drifting to leeward at n
rate of £700,000 u year. We had unem-
ployed and what were we to do? Our men
were retorning’ from the war and had not
kteen provided for. The other States were
suffering similarly. At that time the Prime
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Minister called a conferenee of Preniiers
and asked them to initiate schemes for im-
migration and land settlewent. When those
schemes were presented the Prime Minister
said there was only one worthy of considera-
tion, and that was the scheme initiated by
Sir James Mitchell. 8ir James returned to
Wegtern Aunstralia, laid his cards upon the
table, and we were all delighted. It was
then arranged that he should go to England
to see what he could d¢ to further the
scheme, He was banqueted prior to his
departure by people representing all shares
of politics and religion and was wished suve-
cvss in his undertaking. When he put his
scheme before the Imperinl Government it
was soon announced that an agreement had
been arrived at whereby the Imperial, Fed-
eral and State Governments arranged to
share the interest on a loan of six milliona.
It was considered the Dest possible
scheme that could be advanced. "TUpn to that
time it certainly was the best scheme. OF
vourse it is easy to be wise after the event.
Now we ean see where we might have done
better. When Sir Jameg Mitehell returned,
business improved greatly, property values
inereased. There was a property in Murray-
street that I could have bovght for £7,000,
and to-day that property caunot be pur-
chased for £16,000. Same crities contend
that the finanees have not improved, but that
all we have is on paper. T maintain that
we have had a Freat improvement in the
finances since the immigration agreement
was negotiated. We have railways that, to
the end of June, 1923, had cost the country
close on 20 millions of money, and for the
preceding seven years had ineurred a loss
of £300,000 a year. Since then the railways
have paid their way with the exception of
ginking fund. It is a wonderful improve-
ment.  The deficit has been reduced in two
years by something like £500,000. Al credit
is due to Sir James Mitehell for what he
ha= done for the State. He has tlone more
for the advancement of Westorn Australia
than any man living to-day. There is no
question about that. His scheme wmay not
have been carried out in detail as it should
have been. He may have heen told that cer-
tain work could he done at a eertain price
and found it was not so. Tt mav cost a
great deal more to earry out his scheme, but
whatever it costs we have to o on with it.
We must have more: production and more
people. I am pleased that a Royal Commis-
sion is to be appointed to ingnire into grovp
wettlement. There can be no looking back.
We must go on with the business. Tn the
South-West is sowe of tlie finest lapd in
Avstralm. T spent my yowng davs in Tas-
mania, and T say that we have a lot of land
in the South-West equal "te anvthing in
Tasmania, while the elimate alsp is equally
as good. Tn the Seuwth-West nlnost any-
thing can te grown. There is no plare in
Australia that T know of better adapted for
pig-raising than are parts of ‘the South-
West. . C
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Hon. G. W. Miles: Except the North-
West.

Hon, II. A. STEPHENSON: I am only
gpegking of what I know, Some members
have beer urging the need for providing
markets, but in Western Australia we
have a market at our own door. During
the last 12 months it has cost us 114
millions of money for foodstuffs brought
from the Eastern States that might easily
have been produced here, On butter we
spend half a millien, on hams and bacon
up to the 30th Junme, 1923, we spent
£176,000 and during the 12 months ended
June, 1924, the total was £196,000. On
other foodstuifs we have spent money in
proportion. For years to come we have
our own market to absorb all the dairy
products that can be raised in the South-
West., These are commeodities that are
required in Java and the Federated Malay
States. It is, therefore, likely to be many
years before we shall he in a position to
cater fully for the trade of eastern coun-
tries, because, first of all, we must pro-
vide for our own needs. Only imagine
what it wonld mean to the community if
we had that million or miflion and a half
of money cireulating within the State!

Sitting suspended from €.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, H, A. STEPHENSON: Before tea
I was referring to the immigration and
land settlement scheme. I am glad the
present Government intend to appoint a
Royal Commission to inquire inte the
subject, and I hope the Commission will
consist of men thoroughly acquainted with
the business. In my opinion the Imperial
Government are not doing nearly as much
as they should be doing in this regart. It
is just as much the concern of the Im-
perial Government to populate Western
Australia as it is the concern of the
Western Australian Government.

Hon, A, J. H, S8aw: I wish you could
persuade the Imperial Government to that
view.

Hon. H. A. STEPHENSON: We must
try to do it. Mention has been made of
various gentlemen from the Old Country
who visited Australia and inspected group
gettlements and land development schemes
in the various States, Among those
gentlemen was Lord Harrowby, who has
been mentioned by Mr. Holmes. By virtue
of my position as President of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, I had two or three
long conversations with Lord Harrowby
on this very subject. He informed me
that the principal aim of his trip {o the
Commonwealth was to Jook into the group
settlements and land development schemes.
Without any hesitation he told me that
the scheme initiated by Sir James Mitchell
was absolutely the best in the Common-
wealth. He also said to me that he
rcalised Western Australia could not do
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mote than she was doing in the matter of
finaneing the scheme, and he assured me
that on his return to England he would
bring the suhject hefore the Home Gov-
ernment and see what ecould be done. He
said, ‘*Wg¢ must think in millions; not
in hundreds or thousands, but in millions.
To-day we have five millions too many
people in England.’’ I assured him we
had 10,000,000 too few in the Common-
wealth, Hc went on to say that Britain’s
average number of unemployed was one
and a quarter millions, to whom £80,000,000
were being paid annually in doles. That
statement in itself affords sufficient
ground for our asking the Imperial Gov-
croment to do a great deal more here than
they are doing to-day. They should find
the who'e of the moncy for clearing land
here for British people. Turtber, they
should advance us money for 10 yeara free
of interest, and then for another 10 or 15
years on a sliding seale. That expendi-
ture would represent money saved so far
as Great Britain is concerned. The pro-
posed Royal Commission should inquire
fully into that aspect of the matter, With
rega-d to the mining industry, I note that
a Royal Commission is to be appointed,
and T hope the Commission will do some-
thing to proteet the investing public. For
many years past hundreds of thounsands
of pounds have been wasted, thrown away,
taken out of the poekets of the unsuspect-
ing public for shows which had absolutely
no prospect of suecess,

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: You want the min-
nows protected from the sharks.

Hon. H. A, STEPHENSOX: Quitc so.
QOply recently I with two other directora
of a mining company went out as far as
Mt. Shenton, 100 miles north-east of
Laverton, to inspect a mine. I may say
that two or three years ago several re-
turned soldiers, I mean Captain Jones and
his party, went out prospecting with
asgistance from the late Government.
After a time they reported that they had
found a wenderful shew 100 miles north-
east of Laverton, Nearly every business
man and professional man in the metro-
politan area took a share or two shares to
assist in the development of what was
supposed to be a mine. Largely the money
was subscribed out of sympathy, because
the men were returned soldiers and it was
thought the whole affair wag straight and
above board. The next thing was a very
favourable repert on the mine from Mr.
Montgomery, the State Mining Engineer.
On the strongth of that report a cabte-
gram was despatched by the late Govern-
ment apprising the people in London of
this great find. An option was taken by
an Adelaide syndieate, which sent over a
man to inspect the show. He tmmediately
shut down on it. I believe he offered £300
for it, saying it was no good. A certain
amount of development work bad becn
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done when the favourable report was
issued by our Mines Department. The net
result was that some £3,000 or £4,000 werc
ugelessly expended on the find, One of
our mines inspectors, sent out by the Gov-
ernment to report on the show, absolutely
condemned it, In submitting his report
to his superior officer, however, he
advised that it be not published, because
it would do a certain amount of harm and
would prevent shareholders from going va
with the expenditure of money. The
report was held over for 10 weeks, during
which time the company were cndeavouring
to pget a subsidy from the Government
towards further developments. Nearly
every dav we had word from the Mines
Department that we were sure to got
pound for pound, and possibly £2 for £1.
We waited, and the reports that the thing
was very good, and living down, and widen-
ing out, ami assaying so much continued
to come in from the mine. Presently we
got a hit suspicious, and T and the other
two directors decided to imspect the show
personaliy, although it was a long way off,
practically at the eentre of Australia. Tt
occurred to us that before starting on the
trip we might as well go to the Mines De-
partment and tell them what we were
about to do. Accordingly we went to the
offieials and ashked them how long it would
be before we got our subsidy. Thereupon
Mr. Montgomery said to us, ‘“Well, you
know, I have a report here from Mr. Wind-
sor.’” Mr. Montgomery read to us a little ot
that report, and then said, ‘‘You know, on
the strength of this, I could not recommend
any subgidv.’’ He did not give us the full
effect of the report, and awny we went.
Although we were only laymen, not pro-
fessing to be mining men, although I know
a little about the subject, the moment we
were on the seene we were satisfied that
we were on a real, genvine dud. Accord-
ingly we paid off the men and liguidated
the company as quickly as possible. Tn
cases of that sort the nublic should be
protected as far as pessible. No matter
what effect the publication of an adverse
departmental report might have on the
ghareholders or anyome else, it should be
published. There is no use in wasting
money, The effect of this particular affair
has been that quite a lot of good men with
a little capital, who were prepared to back
a prospector, wounld not mow put a penny
intn a show, no matter how cood it was:
and one could not hlame them for their
refusal. As te mining gemerally, T look
upon it now as a gide line, We have to
rerly wmen nericulture to pull this State
out of its diffieulties.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Western Australia
has the largest and richest auriferous area
in the whole world,

Han. H. A, STEPHENSOXN: Yes, but
we have not got the gold.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The gold is there.
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Hon, . A. STEPHENSON: Yes, but
it cannot be found. The area is there, but
the problem is to make mining payable.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: There is no other
place in the world where mining on such

a seale as ours would be regarded as a
side line.

Hon. H, A, STEPHENSON: T went out
to that wonderful mine, the Lanceficld, just
out of Laverton, and had a look round.
I saw £100,000 worth of machirery lying
idle. I saw 200 or 300 liouses in whieh the
workmen had lived, and my companion raid,
‘*You can have any onc of those houses for
£1.7' However, 1 was not a buyer. It
was heart-breaking to see the desolation ail
the way down the line to Menzies. Mine
after mine was closed down. In one pluce
where I staved for the night—T think it
wag Mt. Maleolm—1I{ asked one of the per-
sons at the hotel, ‘*How many people have
you got here?’” The reply was, ‘*There
are 18 men, scven married women, one girl,
and 75 goats.’’  That was the sort of
thing we saw all the way down. The in-
habitants were chiefly goats. I could net
help thinking of Sir James Mitchell and his
foresight in the matter of land settlement.
The more a business man iravels in the
baek eountry, the more credit he must give
to Sir James Mitebell for his vision in en-
deavouring to get people settled on the
land and producing more, Now as to the
Edueation Department. This is one of
those public utilities which are very costly.
Edueation cost us about £500,000 a year.
Although that is a very large sum for a
small population of 360,000 souls to pay,
I venture to say there is not a man, woman,
or child in Western Australia that would
favonr eutting it down by one penny. We
cannot give our children too much cduca-
tion. The time has come when we have to
look to the outside world, The Japanese
and the Chinese go all over the world look-
ing for the best 2ducation; they are met with
in the universities of England and America
and other countries. Therefore we must
s¢ edueate the children to whom we look
to carry on this great State of Western
Australia, and this great Commonwealth,
that they will be on an equal footing with
othar nations when exploiting the markets
of the world, I wish to say a few words
ahout the trams. T am sorry to note that
the Government intend to take the trams
over the William-street hridge. T think
that is a pity, and I hope they will not
proceed with the work. The loralitv of
that bridge from a traffic point of view is
the most dangerous I know of in the city.
It is dangerons on the Roe-street side as
well as on the “Wellington-street side where
there is less than 40 feet between kerb and
keth, and it is all angles. The whole of
the time the trams will he erossing the
bridge they will he rtounding ecurves and
there will he heavy wear and tenr on the
rails, to sa¥ nothing of the cars themselves,
I do not Enow any other place in the city
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that is more congested with pedestrian
trallic. On the top of the bridge there are

gateways and steps leading into Ree.street
and into Wellington-strect, and these are
usell hy thousands of men, women and
ehildren. 1t will be a fatal mistake if the
Government carry out their intention of
carrying the trams aeross that bridee, I
agrec with thé suggestion made in this
Chambher that the line should Le carriedl
along Wellington-street, over Thomas strect,
thenee by way of Oxford-strect to [.ceder-
ville and Mt. Hawthorn. T do trust that
this suggestion will be investigated and
that the Gavernment will pause hefore they
earry out their original intention. T Jesire
also to enter a protest against the introduc-
tion of the 44-honr week., That action was
not in the best intercsts of the community
and will reecil on the Government’s own
shoulders before they are wmuch older. T
am meased to note that the Gevernment
intenul te introduee a main roads Bill and
T trust some good will come of that, T do
vot know of anything that is more neces-
sary. We have rhousands of miles of so-
called roads. the foundations of which have
gone, and it will take millions of money to
put them Fack into a good state of repair.
So long as the Government introduece legis-
lation that will be in the best interests of
the State, so long will they receive iy sup-
port. I have much pleasurg in supporting
the motion. ~

Hon. G, POTTER (West) [7.50]: With
_other members who have spoken on the Ad-
dress—'m-regly I shonld also like to congrat-
ulate the Leader of the House and the new
memberg of the Chamber. Regarding the
Leader it must be particularly pleasing to
mewhers to know that the lrilliancy with
whieh this House has been led, and the un-
failing courtesy extended to membhers, is fo
be perpetuated. I also congratulate Mr,
Hickey on his elevation to henorary Cabinet
rank. T shall have something more to say
regarding the appointment of honorary Min-
isters. Before dealing with certain matters
conneeted with my  own  constitueney, T
should like to refer to some of the remarks
made by my colleague, Mr. Gray. Mr. Gray
seemed to call into question the wisdom of
the Goverament in emploving that heautiful
emhlewm of liberty, the Union Jack. T ean
hardly naderstand, nor can I believe that the
hon. member really considered the effert of
big words, in respect of the flving of the
‘Union Jack from the flagstaff at Parliament
;House. In amy part of the world we know
that the Union Jack stands for freedom and
Jjustice, and wherever we may see that fiag
we know that there is freedom from aggres-
gion on the part of anyone that has not
“right on his side. Tt seems to me very
strange that any hon. member should try
“to rreate the impression that ench a theught
wonld exist in the minds of the citizens of
Western Australia; beeause after all there is
no State in the Commonwealth that docs
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moare for the Union Jack than does Western
Anstralia, Take it from another viewpeint:
We look at the Australian flag as one of
which we are also very proud because it in-
corporates the Union Jack, and we, as eciti-
zens of the Commeonwealth, have a share in
the Upion Jack, just the same as have the
peeple of Santh Africa, England, Scotland,
Treland, and Wales, and the day that the
Union Jack is dragged from the flag
post of any outpost of the Empire,
then that particnlar place will he the
prey of the strongest country most
closely adjacent. 1 would like to re-
fer my friend to a littlc memorandum ihat
i3 in our library here, It is a White Book
dealing with certain affairs that happened
hetween 1914 and 1918 some fhousands of
miles from hoere, and where Australia bad
the findst eseort that anvone conld wish for,
and where 300,000 reople from the compara-
tively small population of Australia went.
Mr. Hamersley regretfed that there was no
ascort for His Excellency the Governmor on
the oceasion of the opening of Parliament.
My friend took cxception to Mr, Hamers-
tex's remarks and said that he would rather
have had an escort drawn from the boys and
girls of the State. I know that my friend
is net dicloyal to the Empire, neither iz he
disloyal to the Commonwealth. His remarks,
however, will have a far-reaching effect, be-
cause it is on account of keing able to secure
the possible furnishing of an escort of boys
and girls that the ecseort of 300,000 to which
T have referred heeame possihle.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There was no stur on
the Union .Jark intended.

Hon. G. POTTER: T am sure my friend is
using only a small segment of his mind if
he thinks the Australinn flag is above the
TUnion Jack, because the Union Jack is also
the ‘ag of Awvstralia.

Fon. B, H, Gray: It is incorporated in
the Union Jaek, too.

Hon. G. POTTER: If Mr. Gray would
look up the geomctrical formula he wounld
find that the pnart is never greater than the
whole, The TUlnion Jack represents the
whole. Regarding this particular Chamber, T
wish T had been longer in it so that T might
have been in a better pesition to reply to
what has heen said about it. Tt has bheen
said that the Upper House is in a great
measrre in disrepute in the eyes of the elee-
tors of Western Australia and that it is to
an extent held in contempt. On account of
what? On arecount of the lack of demon-
stration of demoeracy? T wonder if the
hon. member—again T am referring to my
eolleague, Mr, Giray —has given a thought to
the wonderful demoeracy that haa heen dem-
onstroted in this Chamber. Tf he looks up
the dictionary meaning and interpretation of
demorracy or antoeracy

Ton. J. Cornell: He is the leader of the
new demortacy.

Hon. (. POTTER: That was just what
was m my mind, only T dd not think it
would he Mr. Gray who would be the leader,
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I wonder if Mr, Gray is prepured to find
a new meaning for demoeracy and autoeracy.
Fewoerury was displayed in this Chamler
last sexgion when certain measures came be-
fore us, and when the most prominent pey-
son dities here took certain Yeateres of the
varions Bills out of the hands oy the Labour
members who are the strong and able re-
presontatives of thought that put them into
this Hovsce. T partieularly renembnr Mr,
Lovekin and Dr. 8aw who, Ly virtue of their
own supgestions, showed that whenever cer
tain measures went through without aimend-
nient those measurcs woild redounid arainst
the best interests of those people for wliom
the prinviples  involved were  originally
framed. In these cirevmstances ean it be
raid that this Chamber has not af least a
nodding avyuaintance with the true sens-.
sjirit and interpretation  of  democraey.

hen again, of those people who must have
told the hon, memhber that they heid this
How'e in contempt, how many have adorne|
the galleries of this Chamber and listenad
to the dchates we had here last sossion,
Even ay recently as yesterday it was soul-
insiiring to hear Mr. Deodd, frem his in-
valid ehair, make a speech {hnt was at onee
an education and ao inspiration, If any
one can say that there was not a true de-
mocracy refleeted in that speech, then I do
not know the meaning of the word *‘demon.
racy,”’ T do not understand the hon. mem-
ber's frantie critivism unless it was vart of
a great plan to bring atout unification,
which will mean the aholition first of ome
chamber, then the other, then of a third in
the Eastern States, and finally leaving on~
House of Parliament for the Common-
wealth elected on the popular bosis. Only
a few days ago members supporting
the present Government complained abont
the treatment we were receiving from the
Eastern States, which knew nothing of
Weatern Australia’s requirements. T shonld
think those people would. join with Mr.
Lovekin in his valiant endeavour to sonnd
Western Australian and see whether she was
entirely satigfied with her ascocintion with
Federation. Perhaps my honrurable friend
would look wp the remarks of the present
Premier when, in a fevered moment and
breathing a sich of relief and confidence as
te what would hanpen in this (Thamber, he
paid, **Thank God, we have a Legislative
Couneil.”’

Hon. J, Ewing: Who said that?

Hon. G, POTTER: The Premier. Since
then what has happened in this Chamber to
chanre the minde of hon. memhers, unless
it iz this great featwre of wnifieation?

Hon. A, T. H. ®aw: Tt will he nothing
to their attitude hefore the sessinn is over.

Hon. G. POTTFR: 1 concratulate the
Government npon the appointment of three
Honnrary Ministers. T am sorrv they did
not go a little frrthar and cive these Ton-
orarvy Minivters full nartfalioe, Ta o vonne
State like thia Ministera are required to go
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to distant parts, and it is necessary they
should have greater responsibility.

Hou. . H, Harris; You will not have to
wait long.

Hon, J. Cornell: The Labeur Party will
thank you for the invitation.

ilon. G. POTTER: I should be glad it
the Geovernment would geeept the invitation.
When discussing the question of o loan of
~ix million pounds twe years ago in this
Ilouse, [ suil the dishursement of that
amomint of money would be z serious mat-
ter, and that the Premier of the day was
vnd. rtakineg too much. He should have had
more assistanee than he had at the time. 1
went so far as to say it would te advisahle
tor the Premicr to appoint a Commission
of three experts to deal with the great land
scttlement policy. At the time my remarks
were treated in some quarters as being
somewhat visionarv, Tt also said it was no
rieflection upon 1wy  appreciation of the
ahility and earnestness of Bir James Mit-
chell when T held the opinion that he was a
superman trving te Qo the work of three
s permen.  That is whv T hope the present
Govermrent will take the necessary steps to
crente these full portfolies, and give to
the Honorary Ministers the prestize that be-
lnnes to their rank, This would he of great
henefit to Western Australia. I will not
deal with all the legislation outlined in the
f|pe~ch heczuse, as Mr. Harris said, we are
grettine the Government nolicy piecemeal. Tt
will be time enough to deal with that legis-
Intion when it comes along.

Hon., J. Cornell: You will launch your
attack when thev launch theirs.

Hon. G. POTTER: Yes, Tt is good tae-
ties to be prepared to meet the attack when
it iz launched. T will confine myself to a
few local affairs affecting the provinee T re-
rresent. T select them because they apper-
tnin to my district. and are therefore im-
portant to the whole State. With repard
to the searcity of and demand for land in
the varions confines of the West Province,
there is a oreat deal of land that at pre-
gent retards the progress of the distriet, 1

rrfer partienlarly to the TUniversity en-
dowment lands on the outskirts of Tre-
mantle. Rome 1% months ago we explored

all avennes to discover a means wherebhy
this land eonid he brought into nse. We
were alwavs met with the ohstacle that the
1and conld not be held as a freeheld pro-
rertv.  For manv years the TUniversity
fepate has been trvine to-lense this land at
venzgnnble ratesa. There is that intorn nre-
joilice acainst leasehnld wnromertv that has
0d to the eream of the land between Fre-
mantle and Cromee Iving vacant to-day. ft
militates vervc aseverely against the loenl
mavernine hodirs of the distriet, hecause on
the one side there is the idle endowment
1nnd. mostly municipal and TUniversity, and
ravine no rates, and on the other side
thare are people struggling for a livine,
The lands thronehout the district are ideally
situated for fruit growing, By virtme of
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the contour of the country they receive
the first kisses of the meorning sun. That
is the main principle and chief feature in
the selection of orchard grounds, If the
Government would apply themselves to some
means whereby this land could he brought
into operation, there would be fewer com-
plaints on the part of the local authorities
in the gistrict concerning the disabilities
under which they suffer, and they would be
more able to meet their liabilities. Some
people may say that the fruit market is al-
ready glutted. 7That is not so. Overseas
there is o wonderful market, Last night
Mr. Harris eloquently dealt with the min-
ing industry, and showed there was a mar-
ket for capital in our great mining centres.
We wish to export something to meet that
capital, and this can be done from the land
to which I refer. There is a great draw-
back about the position. In Iremantle we
have a beautiful port. Only recently Fre-
mantle was rather lhoastful that it was the
only port in  Australia that vp to that time
eould berth the great British Special Ser-
viee Squadron. When we get down to com-
mercial relations with the world is it any-
thing to be proud of that we cannot pro-
perly export our produets, particularly our
fruit?

Hon, G. W. Miles:
are too high:

Hon, & POTTER: I admit that., The
super tax ought to be reduced. I have heard
Mr, Miles deal with the question of charges
in other directions. Quife recently he was
talking about the primary produets in the
southern areas of Western Australia, saying
they were not apparently synonymnicus with
those that came from the northern areas. L
should like to see that brought in under the
same head. We ean handle these queens
of the ocean in the Fremantle harbour, but
such a simple thing as the handling of the
produets of our orchards canmot be done.
The fruit comes from various parts of the
State to Fremantle, and at the most un-
favourable time of the year for storage ot
fruit without refrigerating aceommodation
it is placed in sheds on the wharf. It mav
have to wait 24 or 48 hours, and it is during
that time the fruit dcteriorates.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Sometimes it waits
four dayvs.

Hon. G. POTTER: Tt has been known
to wait four dayvs owing to the vagaries
nf shipping. The fruit arrives at its
destination in a bad condition. Overseas
buyers do not know that Western Aus-
tralin cannot provide proper shipping
facilities for its fruit. All they know is
that the fruit is not worth what they are
expected to pav. I will give two specific
instances, During the last fruit shipping
season a certain quantity was shipped
after having been in store for a few days
in the shed. One shipper was anxious
about it, because he had in the consign-
ment certain quantities of fruit put up in
special cases in order to test the travelling

The harbour charges
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capaeity of the case and the quality of
the packing, and to find out which was the
best method of handling the fruit. He
was so anxious about it that he ezbled to
England for a full statement of the con-
dition of the fruit on arrival. It -was
shown very clearly that the fruit was
generally had. Oaly three days after, a
ghip arrived in Fremantle with unexpected
gpace. This shipper bad im bhis private
store a large quantity of fruit for ship-
ment by another ship, whose sailing was
cancelled. IIe had authority to ship by
this other wvessel and placed the fruit
aboard direct from the cool store. It was
of the same quality as the other consign-
ment, was packed in the same kind of
vase, and arrived in most excellent con-
dition. Surely nothing else is required
to convince people as to what is needed
on the Fremantle wharf. We are told
that there is a shortage of funds and that
we cannot pet the cool storage. It is
visualised by some people that a fully
equipped coovl store ias required. That is
not go. What is needed is to insulate one
of the present goods sheds on the wharf.
This will only take up about § inches all
of the sheds. This would only be needed
obtained, and the estimated cost is said
to be about £16,000. I am assured by
people who are interested as growers and
exporters that in two years’ time the
initial cost will be repaid out of a charge
of Gd. per case for cool storage. It is not
as if it were required to build a complete
cool store sueh as we see in Perth. All
that is needed is insulated walls in one
of the sheds. Tkis would only be needed
for fruit for three months in the year,
and would at other times be available for
ordinary rcargo traffic. It has also heen
stated that there iz no room on the wharf
for the cool chambers. When fruit is for-
warded for shipment space must be found
for it on the wharf. Why, therefore,
ecannot preper housing be provided for
that commodity? It i8 no upncommon
sight during the fruit season ito see the
gheds in which the fruit is stored shut up
during parts of the day in order to stop
peeulation. Such a procedure is praeti-
cally a death blow to the fruit. It has
been said by an authority that it would
be much hetter to leave the fruit outside
covered with tarpaulins rather than to
shut it up in an enclosed space in the
shed. I hope the Government will re-
consider their previous decision and do
something to assist the growers,

Hon. G. W. Miles: The work should be
attended to at once.

Hon. G. POTTER: Bearing in mind that
the space would be required for only
three months of the year, and that the
growers are prepared to guarantee the
repayment of the £16,000 involved within
two years by the imposition of a charge
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of 6d. per case on all fruit going through
the shed, hon. members will agree that
the work should be taken in hand. It has
been said that there is cold storage avail-
able in Fremantle that could be used.
Buch a contention, however, shows lack
of knowledge regarding the fruit industry,
because it jis the second handling that
adversely affects the fruit for export.
When it was stated last night that it was
necessary to encourage the investment of
capital in the mining industry, we should
remember that it is necessary to export
our products in order to encourage the
introduction of that eapital. Mr. Stephen-
-son mentioned the condition of the
‘““Kangarco,”’ whose speed was impeded
because of her foul bottom. We can
understand that position. We realise that
possibly the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ suffers because
of her lack of horse power and the type
of her hull, If we had the necessary dock-
ing facilities at Fremantle, her conditien
would not reguire to be so unsatisfactory.
I would like the Government to take in
hand the provision of docking faecilities at
Fremantle so that overseas and ecoastal
-ships may be dry-docked at our chief port.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: One Government
lost a quarter of a million in trying to con-
struet a dock there.

Hon. G. POTTER: That is so, but be-
cause one reverse has been encountered, is
that any reason why we should sit down
:and say it is a hopeless proposition? Mr,
Kirwan would be one of the first to say
that we should have a dock at Fremantle,
Jjust as we consider he has been quite right
in his advocacy of the Esperance-Norseman
railway. We are not parochial. T under-
stand it has been suggested that a floating
dock is available in the Old Country, that
«dock having been built for the Admiralty
in 1918, T do not know all the particulars
but I submit that intimation to the Leader
of the House in the hope that he will deem
it worthy of inquiry, in order to ascertain
whether the dock would he eunitable for
Fremantle.

Hon. A, Burvill:
for Albany.

Hon. G. POTTER: I am indifferent as
to whether we have a floating or a
graving dock so long as we have ome at
some port in Western Australia. That
brings me to the condition of the Fremantle
harbour. Tt is not sufficient to say that we
have been able to berth the British Special
Serviee Squadron at Fremantle, because we
must bear in mind that with a big land
settlement poliey in operation in Western
Australia we must look ahead. It has becn
said that we have sufficient aeccommodation
at Fremantle for the next 10 years, Be
that as it may, we must also take into
consideration, in conjupetion with the ques-
tion of extending the Fremantle harbour,
the provision of a dock and the building
of a new bridge.

It would bhe suitable
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Where should the

Hon, G. W, Miles:
bridge be constructed?

Hon. G. POTTER: The figures relating
to the cost of repairs and upkeep of the
two existing bridges are on record in ‘*Han-
sard'’ and they indicate the necessity for
action being taken. I am almost indifferent
as to where the new bridge shounld be eon-
structed, so long as the north wharf at
Fremantle is not isolated. I desire to see
the bridge constructed and provision made
for an extension of the harbour. We know
that wharf extension is a matter of slow
progress, I am given to understand that
it will take at least 10 years to provide
for another 20 years' expansion of the
Fremantle harbour. I submit that to the
Leader of the House, too, in order that
the Government may give immediate con-
sideration to the point. The establishment
of a high sehool at Fremantle has also
been mentioned. That is @ very nccessary
adjunct to the present State scholastic sys-
tem at Fremantle. The question has been
asked, why ecstablish another. high school
there? Hon. members should be inspired
by the ex-Minister for Education, Mr.
Ewing. W¢ should fully appreciate the
faet that the future citizens of Western
Australia should be educated to the wvalue
of a career on the land. Surely it is just
as necessary to equip cduweationally a gradu-
ate in agriculture equally as muech as it is
to educate one for civil engineering or
other professions. Why should we ask
young men to go into the proverbial wilder-
ness with undeveloped minds?  Why not
give them the finest edueation possible so
that new realms may be opened up to them
when they are in the solitudes of the back
bloeks of Western Australia? That bringa
me again to the question of land settle-
ment. We know that the solution of the
land settlement problem represents the solu-
tion of the future of Western Australia.
I have followed the disecussions regarding
the finaneial policy with great interest.
That question is wholly and solely wrapped
up in the Jand settlement problem., I have
Jistened to strictures passed upon the late
Government, While being amused at some
of the analogies and nllegorical references
by various hon. members, which speeches I
know will adorn ‘‘Hansard'’ for years to
come, I consider we should be very careful
regarding some of the criticism that has
heen lodged. Tt was only a few nights age
that we had strong supporters of the pre-
sent Government again deelaring that it
was they who had kept the Mitchell Ad-
ministration in office. Why all this con-
tumely heaped by the Labour Party and
their representatives upon the Mitchell Ad-
ministration when last session it was said
that they had put through the Labour
Party’s policy, which statement is repeated
again to-day. From the months of our
friends. the enemy, we have learnt that the
Mitehell Government put through the Lab-
our Party’s policy with the consent of this
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Chamber. How, if that bhe so, can they
aceount for the strong comdemnation of the
efforts of Sir James Mitehell and his col-
leagues? Was their action last session
merely a splenetic gesture against the Na-
tional Government or d&id it strike a note
of sincerity? In view of what has trans-
pired, T am sure that hon. members will not
say again that this Chamber, which was
responsible for aceepting so much of the
previous Government’s progranune, has been
lacking in democratic spirit.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—{cntraly [R27]: | wish to ae-
knowledge the kindly references made to me
tu the course of the debate and to say {hat
I entivdy veciprocate them, T had a fairly
strenuous time when I was formerly Leader
of this House, Although the legislation that
I introduced was often severely handled by
members here, I personally experienced the
utmost consideration and forbearance from
all. Tt was gratifying to me during my six
ycars of retirement from politics to learn
from my Geraldton friends who visited the
capital from time to time that 1 still re-
tained the good will of those with whom I
had been =0 loug associated. I am back
here again and no doubt we shall hold
diverse views on many questions, as we did
before, I trust we shall hold them and
express them without in any way wounding
one another’s feelings or transgressing the
rules of orderly dehate. The performanee
of my duty as Leader of the House will, T
¢an sce, he made more difficult by reason of
the fact that I follow a Leader whose fine
qualities have been thoroughly appreciated
by hon. members. [ have had no experience
of Mr. Ewing as Leadér of the House but
I knew him for many years as a private
member, 1 can say T admire his wide know-
ledwe of public questions, his sincerity of
purpose aund the honouwrable principles that
always governed his conduct, During the
time I am to oceupy this position I shall
endeavour to discharge my duties to the best
of my ability and the satisfaction of the
House. Some strong criticism has been in-
dulged in by ccriain members, but little
of it has been directed at the present Ad-
ministration, Necesearily so, for we have
been too brief a period in office to incur
much ecnsure or to merit much praise. Our
political sins lie before us. Governments
are h»man institutions, and it is too much
to hope that we can for any great length
of time govern the State in a manner satis-
factory to all. Mr. Holmes referred to the
Premier’s figures in respeet to losses on the
State Shipping Service since its inception.
In round figures the losses were given asg
£21.000.  To he precise they are, according
to the hooks, £21.118, Bnt that does not
represent  the actual position. That loss
would have been converted into a profit
if the service had had a fair deal from
the Treasnry . Tt has not had a fair deal: it
has had an unjust deal. TFor instance, not
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only depreciation, but sinking fund alse has
been debited agaipst the concern. No pri-
vate conecern.ig gimilarly penaliged. Depre-
ciation is always charged, but sinking fund
rarely, if ever. - T believe there are some
instarices in Great Britain in which public
companies charge sinking fund, bat I am not
aware that sueh a practice exists jo Aus-
tralia, or even genecrally in the Old Country.
Sinking fund iz a special provision made by
the Colonial Treasurer for the repayment of
Government loans, It is a provision not
recognised generally by private firms or
public companies, and it is foreign to all
systems of accountancy adopted by eommer-
cial men. Hence the State Shipping Ber-
vice, and I daresay the whole of the trading
concerns established by the Labour Govern-
ment, have suffered through tbe debiting of
depreriation as well as sinking fund. The
Btate Shipping Service has bheen debited
with £136,000 depreciation. That g all
right. But it is further debited with £37,000
sinking fund. That is all wroag. The
£37,000 sinking fund shouid be transferred
to the credit of profit and loss account.

Hon, A, Lovekin: Is that depreciation
suflicient?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is in
aceordance with the rule enforeed by private
shipping companies. Again, the °‘Kan-
garoo’s’’ profits were commandeered by the
Treasury to the amount of £211,000. I ean
give the details: In .Tune, 1917, £47,000
was handed over to the Treasury; in June,
1918, £30,000; in November, 1018, £25,000 ;
in May, 1919, £25,000; in June, 1919,
£72,000; in December, 1919, £6,000; in
May, 1919, £6,000, Al that money has
been takem inte Consolidated Revenuve and
no interest in respect of it haa heen al-
lowed the trading comeern. However when,
later, an overdraft was required by the
State  Shipring Service, the Treasury
charged from 6 per cent. to 6% per cent.
interest per annum. During the three years
ended 20th June, 1923, £19,2G8 was charged
as interest on overdraft to the State Ship-
ping Serviee, despite the fact that the ser-
vice was in credit. The provisions of the
State Trading Concerns Aect have not been
applied. Regulation 23, whith was made
by onse of the Governments suceeeding the
Labour Administration, provides that an
allowance should he made to the trading
concern for the use of its money, or that
no interest should be required if an over-
draft was wantod. That regulation reads
as follows:—

The profit or loss of ench trading con-
cern for each year when ascertained shall
he treated in snch manner as tke Colonial
Treasurer shall direct, but any eslimated
rrofit available in cash during the eourse
of the financial vear nnd mnot required in
the trading conrern may be paid to the
credit of Conaolidated Revenve Fund when
directed by the Colonial Treasurer; but
shouldl unforeseen eircumstanees arise that
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any portion or all of sueh money so car-

ried to Consolidated Revenue Fund be re-

guired by the coacern, the amount so re-

yaired shall be trapsferred to the bankin}

acvount.
That has not been done. The Trading
Conecerns Aet has not been ohserved, and
eonsequently the service agjpears now in a
very much worse eondition than it really is.
But to get down to bedrock: Taking the
£21,118 and setting against it the £72,46%
interest Jdue on moneys rerveived hy the
Treasury and the £37.000 sinking fi'nd, or
a total of £109,486 that the shipping ser-
viee should be eredited with, it will be found
that the shipping serviee shows a2 eredit of
£8B.638 since its ineeption.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Ta that after deducting
the €175,000 expended on the ‘* Rangareo’'!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That is
not charged to profit and loss aceount. T will
give you something ahout that. These
figures have been submitited to the
accountant of the State Shipping Service,
and also to the accountant of the Treasury,
and both agree that they are correct.
Were it not s0 I would not use them
publicly. Tt is foo much to expert that
the State Shipping Service could possibly
right itself under existing conditions.
The ‘‘Kangaroo’’ was overhanled and in-
sulated a few years age at a vcost of
£175,000, or £25,000 more than the originnl
price of the vessel. T am mot hlaming
the previons Government for that; I do
not accuse them of any blunder. But
ship-building costs were at their pinbacie
at that time. The fact remnains that this
large expenditure on the ‘“Kangaroo®’
will eertainly be a burden on the conrern
during the time she is in operation, per-
haps for vears afterwards. The service is
penalised in other ways. I am endenvour-
ing to prove that it is diffienlt to make
the concern pay under existing conditiovs.
The ‘‘Bambra’’ has outlived her useful-
ness, and it is only by abnornal co4l ron-
sumption that she cam he made to Jkeep
her time tahle. The fuel hill of the
f*Kangaroo’’ is ahout ure quarter that of
the ‘‘Bambra.’’ TIn other words, it costs
four times as much for fuel for the ‘‘Bam-
bra'’ as for the ¢‘‘Kanparon.’ Thr
‘"Eucla,’ gn the south-east roast, i3 in a
worse position.  She will have to be re.
placed as soon as posgible,

Hon. J. W, Kirwvan: Hear, henr!
time.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
Government have already approved of the
beilling of another ship tn replace the
“4Fuela,’* haot before actuslly huildine
thex wish te perfect the plans ard specifi-
cations in order to introduce the Intes!
improvements,

Hen, G. W. Miles: Ave voo not going
to replace the ‘‘Bambra*’?

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY: We
shall see about that later, With the objevt
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of putting the latest improvements into
the ‘“Eucla’s'’ successor, we sent Mr.
Glyde, the manager of the State Shipping
Service, to the Eastern States to sce
vessels running in a similar service and to
make provision in the plans for the intro-
duction of all up to date improvements,
in order to have the new vessel for the
south-cast coast thoroughly well equipped.

Hon. J. A. Greig: Would it mot he
cheaper to buy a boat?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The in-
tention is to build a Diescl-engined boat
a little Jarger than the ‘*Euela.’’ Such a

vesrel could not be purchased in Aus-
tralia,

Mon. J. Cornell: She requires to draw
no more water than dees the ¢* Egela.’

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : FEven
if there were a second hand vessel avail-
able, T wounld not sanction its purchase.
We had a bitter exprrignce over the Lab-
our Government’s first attempt to estab-
lish a shipping service with second-hand
vessels. They were a source of continuous
tronble. They bave mow all gone. The
*‘Bambra’’ belongs to the Commonwealth
Government, and it is our intention before
very long to ecall for tenders for the re-
placing of the ‘*Eucla.’’ The previous
Lakeur (iovernment saw the necessity for
providing an efficient shipping service for
the North-West. They were anxious to
secure two oil-propelled vessels, I intro-
dueed the Loan Estimates om which was
included an item for the huilding of two
sneh vessels, but the item was rojected by
this Chamber. It was unfortunate for
Western Australia, for if we lad those
Diesel-engined veavels in operation on the
North-West coast, we should be able to
carry on that trade economically and with
a profit.  The Mitchell Government a few
vears ago approved of the purchase of a
Ve el-eagined passenger and freight vessel
for the North-West. Plans were prepared
and tenders called in London, but the cost,
£100,000, was too high. The Government
abwrdoned the idea, and I think rightly.
At that time ship-building costs were very
hizh. Since then the bo*tom has fallen
ont of the hoom, and I am given to under-
stand that for a vessel of similar type
to-day the price would he in the reginn of
£150,000, The question of better shipping
farilities for the North-West voust mnst
spon he setionsly corsidereid. Mr. Holmes
referred to the Wyndham Meat Works as
a trading concern and presumably one of
the socialistic enterprises of the Lahour
Government. That i4 news to me. Many
veara hefare there wns a Labhour Govern-
ment in existenre, T heard of a powerful
mivoracy of freezing works for Wynd-
ham, Tt wuas not one of the socialistic
enterprises of the Seaddan Government.
They intrednced a measure authorising
the constrnction of the works, but they
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were pushed on by gentlemen in this
Chamber and in another place who were
in no way associated with Labour, I have
doecumentary evidence here to prove my
words. The Hon. J, D. Connolly, who was
not a supporter of the Labour Govern-
ment, stated, aceording to ‘‘Hansard’’ of
1911, page 83—

We heard during the recent campaign
a great deal about the high cost eof
living, and, by what process of reason-
ing I know not, that was attributed tn
the late Government. The true renson,
of course, is that given by Mr, Moss,
Youn cannot increase wages without in-
ereasing the cost of produetion, and in
a large measure that is the =olution of
it all.  Buot, without interfering with
wages at all, the eost of living can be
and should be redueed, and it is there-
fore with surprise that I noticed that
no mention was made in the Speech of
the freezing works the late Government
proposed to estublish at Wyndham, 1¢
there freezing works were eostablished
at Wyndham and the meat was chilled,
yvou ¢ould bring it down at a mere tithe
of the rost entailed to-day. .. . If the
freezing works were put up every head
of cattle on the stations wounld be worth
at least donble what has heen paid for
it, . . . Tt is a wvery important factor
in the cost of living, and if the Govern-
ment are desirous of reducing that cost
of living, T would earnestly draw their
attention to this question.

That is, the Wilson Government infended
to establish freezing works at Wyndham.

Hon. G. W. Miles: By private enrer-
prise.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Then
Sir Edward Wittenoom, who has never
been associated with the Labour Party,
said—

I think that freezing works should he
egtablished for three reasons. The first
is for the reason that the price of meat
is so high in Perth, and that the estab-
lishment of freezing, canning and meat
extract works at Wyndbham would be
the means of reducing the price down
here. The second is, as was shown so
admirably by Mr. Connolly, that the
small man has no chance of realising on
his produce under ecxisting circum-
stances. The third reasen is that, unless
the work is undertaken at once or quickly,
it may be done by South Ausiralia,
whereas by doing it at once we shall
attract a large quantity of Northern
Territory eattle to the works at Wynd-
ham and give employment to our own
people up there. I hope the Govern-
ment will give the matter early and
favourable congideration,

Mr. Male in another place said:

The Labour Party have talked ahout
what they will do, and yet if they are not
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careful their methods are such that may

injure the small squatter. They have al-

ways appoced the erection of freezing

works at Wyndham.
The Labour Government were evidently not
in favour of the freezing works up to that
date. They required to Dbe convineed and
they were convineed by gentlemen connected
with the party which was then strongly
antagonistic te the Labour Party.

ITen. J. Cornell: And by Mr. Iamers-
ley.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
on. M. L, Moss said:

It has bcen laid down by members of
Governments, and has Dbeen frequently
mentioned in another plave, that the ivay
to cheapen meat that has te be brought
2,000 miles from the sparsely populated
parts of the State was by the erection ot
freezing works at Wyndham. It does not
require a very brainy persou to see this,
that it you are carrying animals alive,
the space thoy oceupy is very muoeh
greater than if animals were slaughtered
on the spot and their earcasses brought
down here chilled and put info econsump-
tion. .

The Hon. F, Connor said:

In reference to State stermers per-
sonally I have no objection to the Gov-
ernment having steamers, but I do objecc
to the manner in which they have gone
about the securing of these steamers, If
they had bought one fast steamer and
ereeted meat works, that is, chilling and
canning works, at Wyndham, they could
have made a huge success of it. And it
was during the time of the Wilson Gov-
crnment that these works should have
been carried out. We are told it was pro-
mised to the people of the far North and
to the eonsumer, by that Guvernment, that
these works would be built. I blame the
Wilsen Government more than the Govern-
ment in power to-day, and [ could blame
an individoal if necessary.

Now we come to the Hon. J. J, Holmes,

Heon. J. Ewing: I thought you would not
misg him.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr,
Holmes made it appear that he was strongly
opposed to freezing weorks at Wyndham. e,
too, pushed the Labour Party along. This
question was asked me, according to ‘‘Han-
sard’' of 1914, page 773:

1. In view of the contract entered into
between the Federal Government and an
English company for erection of meat
works at Port Darwin, and the probability
of all cattle from East Kimberley going
in that direction, is it the intention of the
Government to erect works at Wyndham,
and thus conserve the State's trade and
the State’s supplies for the State’s con-
gsumers? 2, If so, will provigion be made
in this year’s Estimates to commence the
works.

The
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I replied:

1 and 2, Inquiries are in progress and
a complete statement of the Government’s
intentions will be made at an eariy date,

When the matter was debated in this Cham-
ber, this is the view L cxpressed as repre-
senting the Government. 1 think members
will say it wag very cautious and befrayed
no intention on the part of the Government
to plunge into this cnterprise:

Mr. Moss stated that the way to cheajpen
meat i3 to ercet freezing works at Wynd-
ham. I have gone into this matter pretty
decply of late, and [ have found that 80
per cent. of the cattle in the Kimberley
district are owned by about four or five
different persons and no more. JIf the
Government were to erect freezmg works
there, they would be at the merey of these
four or five owners. That is not u desir-
able position to be in. There is another
matter for eonsideration, and it is this:
will the people purehase chilled meat? It
will be something in the nature of an ex-
periment,

‘That was the attitude of the Government in
1912, Those extracts prove cooelusively that
the Wyndham Meat Works cannot be classi-
fied as one of the socialistic concerns
of the Labour Government. In the
first place T am found as representing
the Ministry taking up an attitude of
extreme caution. In the sccond place
we find the advoeaey of the project coming
from quite a different qoarter. For in.
stance, Mr. Connolly attacked the Labour
Government for not incloding the Wynd-
ham Menf Works in its programme; Sir
Edward Wittenoom gave three strong and
excellent reasons for their establishment,
and Mr. Male aecused the Labour Govern-
ment of always having been opposed to the
works at Wyndham., He must have had
gome ovidence for making that straight-ont
statement, Mr. Moss said that anyome
with brains eould see that it was the only
way in which to get cheap meat, and Mr.
Connor enthusiastically urged the erection
of works and predicted that they would be
a hvepe snecess, while Mr. Holmes impressed
upon the Government the danger of delay
and pointed out the effeet it wounld have on
the meat industry of the State.

Hon., J. W. Kirwan: Will the Govern-
ment try to get rid of them now?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do
not know that it is desirable to get rid of
them now. I do not think they will ever
pay with the present high capitalisation.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Tt seems the Gov-
ernment will never make a success of them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
capitalisation should be reduced. Person-
ally I cannot vnderstand how these works
eost suoeh a large amount. I remember
just before the Seaddan Government re-
signed the Works Department submitted
an estimate for constructing the works and,
if my memory serves me aright, it was
about £211,000. DMost of the material and
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machinery had already been provided by
Nevanas and purchased by the Govern-
ment, so that there should not have been
much extra cost for maehinery, Nevanas
was prepared to buill the works for about
£155,000, but not to tender for them pub-
liely. It was decided that the Works De-
partment should carry out the undertaking.
After the Labour Government resigned, [
do not know ecxactly what oecurred.

Ilon. A. Lovekin: They ehanged their
ylans every day in the week,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Some
Blunder must have been made. 1 do not

thini the meat industry in the North-\West
showid be saddled with this stupendous im-
post. 1t iy not fair. .\t present it is more
profitalle ta carry on the works than fo
tllow them te lie idle.

Hon. J. Ewing: Absolutely so.

The (COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
is an advintage of ahout £7,000 a year if
we run the works as against permitting
them to lie idle. Mr. Ilolmes referred to
the wharfage rates on meat at Wyndham.
That matter has been taken up aot only
by Mr. Holmes but by Mr. Lamond and
other members representing the North-West
and I have been doing all L ean in order
that the matter may reecive fair considera-
tion. I would remind those gentlemen,
however, that there is another side to the
question. I have the departmental file and
«t is worth considering. Mr. Holmes claims
that there should be no wharfage charge at
Wyindham, becavse there is none at Fre-
mantle. The conditions are quite different.
At Wyndham, a jetty was apecially con-
structed hy the Government for purposes
of the Wyndham Meat Works, but the cost
wag not charged against the trading eon-
cern. The cost was £60,882 up to 1921.
The annual charges not borne by the Wyna-
ham Meat Works are £3,000 for mainten-
anee, and say, £4,260, at 7 per eent., for
interest and depreciation, total £7,260, ap-
proximately. The wharfage fees for the
year ending the 31st March, 1924 amounted
to £4,250, of which the meat works eontri-
buted £3,450, and other consignees about
£800. So the meat works contribute per
annum £3450 for a facility that cost
£7,260, and thus gain £3,000 per annum on
the transaction after allowing for the €300
revenne from other sources. The general
manager admits these figures, but asks for
the same privilege for meat works’ products
ag i extended at Fremantle. The differ-
ence in the two cases is that at Fremantle
the same wharfage facility wonld exist if
there were no meat works’ produncts there,
while at Wyndham special wharf construe-
tion, almost entirely due to meat works’
requirements, has had to be provided at a
capital cost of nearly £61,000. This ia
worked now at an annual loss of £3,000.
which wounld be increased to nearly £7,000
if wharfage fees on meat works products
were remitted. On the other hand, Fre-
mantle harbour is returning very substano-
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tial profits. That is the view of the de-
partment. As Minister for the North-West
1 am doing mr best to prove worthy of the
vonfidence placed in me to sve that the re-
presentations made by the different mem-
bers receive full consideration, An attempt
will be made to do justice, but the ecase I
have piut before the House is the case of
the department, and it s as well that mem-
hers  should know the arguments used
against free wharfage on meat at Wynd-
ham, The question of a water supply for
Port Hedland has heen referred to, and [
think it was soggested that the Government
should make provision for a permanent
water supply for that part of the State. I
have heen going into this question, and I
find the scheme outlined by the engineer
would involve a eost of £20,000 to £30,000
in order to suppty about 250 people, as well
as shipping. I think that is out of the
question. It will not be possible for the
people to mect the financial position that
world arise in consequence.

Hon. G. W, Miles: They should not be
asked to ireet the whole of it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
what it would cost. The people were in
desperate straits for water a few weeks
‘ago and I arranged with the Railway De-
partment to supply them. My idea is that
the Government should svhsidise the people.
The water has to be brought by train for
a distance of 89 miles, ard in my opinion
it would he better if the Gavernment subs:-
dised the people and agreed to pay a eer-
tain amount cvery year in order that water
might be secured more cheaply than at
present. That is a far more reasonahle
proposal than one to consiruct waterworks
at a cost of £20,000 or £30.000 in order to
supply a handful of people. Cases of
leprosy at Derby were referred to by Mr.
Holmes. The victims are honsad in the old
Regideney, three miles out of the township.
They are not locked up, az has been sug-

geated. They are azllowed out on the river
flats.

Hon. G. W. Miles: They are in the
township.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T am
informed they are three miles away from
the township, near the old hospital. They
are looked after by a half-caste patient
under the supervision of the caretaker of
the hosrital and his wife, Dr, Cooke is
naw finalising investigations on hehglf of
the Federal and State Governments, and the
outcome may be that a lazarette will he
erected in a central position in the North-
West.

Hon.
islands?

The COLOXTAL SECRETARY: T can-
not =ay definitely at present. We must
await the medical man’'s report. T was
pleased to hear Mr, Kirwan's references
tn the extension of the railway from
Ralmon Gums to Norseman. It reminded
me of old times. T heard Mr. Kirwan on

G. W. Miles: On one of the
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the Esperance railway when he first entercd
the House, and I must say that then he
did not impress me on that matier at all.
1 was prejudiced with regard to the ques-
tion, and I thought Mr, Kirwan had been
carried away by this own enthusiasm. Dut
about tem years ago I visited the Esper-
ance distriect and made a fairly thorough
ingpection of the land between Norserman
and Esperance; and the wonider to me then
was, and the wonder to me to-day is, that
snuch a farge area of good agricultural lanAd
should have remained so long without rail-
way facilities enabling the produce grown
to Le conveied to market and the settlers
construction of the proposed railway is
introduced into this Chamber, T siall
have an opportunity of dealing at some
length with the question. I listened with
interest to the informative speech of
Mr. Ewing. His cxperiences as a Minister
qualify him to speak with authority. I
thank hiwn for hiz assurance of co-operation
and help. Xnowing him as I do, I feel
sure thosc expressions are sincere. Doubtless
from time to tiwe he will express opinions
hostile to my own, and hostile to the party
I repiresent, but at all times he will be sin-
cere, I know, and he is entitled to voice his
opinions. Mr. Ewing’s references to the
North-West are lighly interesting. He was
Minister controlling that part of the State,
and I apree with him that the settlement of
the North-West is a matter of national con-
cern, and that the rich resources there call
loudly for development, Some millions of
money will, I think, be necded in order 1o
lay firmly the foundations of what should
be & great and prosperous province. So far
as 1 see, the seitlement of the North-West
will not be atiended by any abnormal risks,
provided, of course, that it be conducted on
wise lines. Even from my brief experience
of the administration of the North-West
Department, I am firmly convinced that the
Btate will never be able to find funds ade-
quate to carrying out the work of settle-
ment and developmant. We must rely upon
the Federal Government or the Imperial an-
thorities, and it is not hundredy of thousands
we requnire, but millions.

Heon. G, W, Miles: Hear, hear!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I be-
lieve that good results would acerue. My
experience of the North-West is_ limited,
being merely drawn from departmental files;
but that is the conclusion to which I have
come, If sufficient money can he provided
to carry out the development of the Narth-
West on wise lines, there will be good re-
turns and succesaful and prosperous set-
tlement, Mr, Ewing helda that a Roval
Cnmmisgion to inqeire into the group settle-
ments of the South-West is unnecessarr.
The Gavernment deem it advisable that the
trne position, whatever it is, should be as-
certained by a competent and impartial
trihmal. Party politics shonld nowise enter
into the question.

Members: Hear, hear!
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The COLONIAL SE(RETARY : It
would be indeed unfortunate if they were
introduced at any stage. That the present
Government have done anything to hinder
the suecess of the scheme eannot for a
moment he asserted, In peint of fact, Min-
isters have lett nothing undone to further
the seheme. Mr, Angwin has been an en-
thusiastic supporter of the proposal from
the very first. I do not think it can be
said of Mr. Angwin that he has neglected
any opportunity to push the project along.
But the Government revoganise that they
carry a heavy responsibility in the matter,
If the scheme failed to replisc expectations,
it would probably be said that the failure
wag due to the incompeteney of the Gov-
ernment. IFrom a proper investigation some
good rtesults should acerue.  Therefore 1
consider the Government capnot do other-
wise than see that there is n searching inves-
tigation ine the whole affair by men com-
petent to formuvlate o report on  common-
sense lines, The necessity for a dredge at
Bunlmry has been stressed by Mr. Ewing.
That wunt will soon be supplied. Negotia-
tions for the purchase of a dredge are being
varried on with the FPederal Government. If
those negotiations are not completed by now,
they will be in a short time, and the dredge
will be sent to Bunbury in erder to cope
with the siltage trouble there. Mr. Ewing
gnestioned the wisdom of granting permits
for Kimberley eattle to be sent to the South-
West, Every precaution has been taken to
prevent the introduetion of tick.  All the
cattle are dipped twice and are certified be-
fore heing permitted to leave the quarantine
ground. Bot to send Kimberley ecattle to
the various agricoltural centres of the State
is no mew praetiee, Tt has now been in
vogue for several years. The cattle are sent
down the Midland line and along the Great
Southern and South-Western railways with-
ont any ill resnlts. T believe that a few
years ago, when insufficient attention was
paid to dipping, some tick-infested cattle
were sent into the South-West. But that
has not oceurred of recent years.

Hon. J. Ewing: You sent an officer to
the South-West to investigate. Have you
received any report from him?

The ( OLONTAL SECRETARY: I am not
aware of a report having been reeeived as
yet. However, there is no reason to fear
that there will ke a risk of the spread of
tirk in consequence of North-West ecattle
heing admitted into the South-West.  Mr.
Nicholson quoted from the Governor’s
Specch the paragraph relating to group se:
tlement, in which it was stated that there are
now 124 unity with a pepulation of approxi-
mately 8,776 souls. Mr. Nicholson added—

There we have the snm total of immi-
grants who have arrived under the seheme.

Instead of petting 50,000 additional peo-

nle, we have B,776.

The pesition requires a little elneidation.
Mr. Nicholson apparently assumey that the
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intention was to settle 75,000 souls on the
land.

Hon. J. XNicholson: Neo: 6,100 to be
settled on the land, but 75,000 to be brought
here,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The in-
tention was to settle 6,000 and ahsorb 75,000.
The total number of migrants who had ar-
rived under the seheme up to the JUth June,
1924—and in fact they have arrived-—num-
ber, inclusive of 3,716 puying thirl-class
passengers, o all 17,168, The total number
ot settlers on the groups i3, as bas been
slated, 8,776, Those figures were given in
the Covernor’s Speech, The people com-
prise 2,286 men, 2,062 women, and 4,128
children.  Buot all these men deo not come
umder the agreement made with the Imperial
Government. The position is that 1,374 sct-
tiers who lett England after the 23th Sep-
tember, 1922, have been placed on the groups
and remain there. Of these some 2¥( are
on repurchased land, and therefore do not
come under the agreement. To put the mat-
ter clearly, 1,088 migrants have been placed
on groups strictly in accordanmce with the
agreement; we have to provide land for

4,912 persons, and have to abserb 52,920

more, though not necessarily on  groups.
However, we shall have to do that before
we shall have fulfilled our obligations under
the agreement. Mr, Hamersley referred to
the rates of pay of men engaged in repair-
ing roads in the Kalgoorlie district. He
quoted the 13a. 6d. per day paid to miuoers
under the award, and then stated that the
Government were paying their men em-
pleyed on road mending 16s. per day. The
loeal authoritics on the goldfields, munici-
palities and road boards I take it, pay their
men 15s. per day, some for 44 hours auu
some for 48 hours, and grant them certain
privileges. But the men we pay 16s. per
day for road making have no additional
privileges whatever.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Is that the reason
why they get the higher rate?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The men
elaimed the 44-hour week as Government po-
licy and in order to equalise matters the
Government agreed to pay 2s. 034d. per
hour for the actual hours worked, without
any privileges. This was regarded as a fair
wage, baving regard to the natwre of the
work, and also having regard to the eon-
ditions of living on the goldfielda as com-
pared with those in the ¢oastal districis.
In the main, those wages canform fo the
rates of wages obtaining in the distriet, and
alio correspond to the working conditions
obtaining there. A matter te which Mr.
Haomersley referred is engaging the elose
attention of the Government, the e<tablish-
ment of an agricultural college. T ean as-
sure the hon. member that the Government
consider the establishmernt of an agricul-
tural college a matter of prime importance,
aml that there will be no unnecessary delay
in dealing with it effectively. Tt is hoped
that before long a defirite sznouncement
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will be made of the Government’s intentions
in this respect, and the announcement wiil
refer not only to the establishment of the
college, but to the whole policy conneceted
therewith. I am sure every member listened
with attention and respect to Dr. Saw’s
tpinions on matters affecting public health.
The hon. member’s views on deep therapy
treatment were cspecially instructive, The
line taken by our I’ublie Health Lepartment
is that the X-ray therapy treatment is still
in the experimental stage. This conelusion
has been arrived at as the result of com-
muniration with such an authority as 1’ro-
fessor W, 8. Lazarus, of the Cancer Re-
gearch Laloratory at the Middlesex Hos-
pital,

Hon. A. J. . Saw: At the Middlesex
Hospital therc is an apparatus to treat four
patienty at once,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We have
been in ecommunication with two great au-
thoritics on the subjeet, and as a result of
the information received from them we have
deeided that it is a matter in which some
caution should be exercised. It is considered
questionable that a small State like this
should spend £3,000 a year in a direction re-
garding which results have not been paositive,
The Government, however, are not sil-
ting down and awaiting devclopments.
They have taken a step in the direction ot
seeing that sufferers from cancer, whese
cases give some hope of being cured, or of
being relieved, shall receive attention, and
arrangements have been made with two
medical pentlemen in Perth who own deep
therapy plants to treat patients that may
be recommended to them by the medi-
eal authorities. On the recommendations
that are thus made the Government will be
prepared to pay for the treatment of these
cages.

Membera: Hear, hear!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Thers
are two cases being treated under these con.
ditions at the present time. “The patients
are people who are not in a position to pay
and may never be able to pay for the freat-
ment. Nevertheless, if at any time it should
be possible for them to reeoup the Govern-
ment, they will be obliged to do so. 1
think that proposal is reasonable and prefer-
able to deeiding upon the purchase of a
deep therapy plant at an operating cost of
£3,000 a year. ©Even if only one in ten
cases should be relieved, or perhaps cured,
the money invelved under the arrangement
made will be money well spent. T think there
is very good reason to hope that the treat-
ment will prove successtul. Anyhow, I do
not think anyene in Western Australia, who
may be in indigent circumstances, will suf-
fer in the future without treatment,
at any rate mnot while the present
Government are in power. Mr. Gray
js of opinion that a meat ring op-
erates in the State and that its existence
is due to the system of letting apents have
trueks for the sending of stock to the metro-
politan market. The Minister for Railways
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has gone thoroughly into the question and
he has been unable to come to the conclusion
arrived at by Mr. Gray. As a matter of
fact, he cannot see that any good purpose
would be served by any alteration of the
existing method. The Minister got into touch
with the parties conrcerned, the Primary
Producers’ Assoviation, the West Austra-
lian Stockmen’s Association, the Agricul-
tural Department and the Railway Depart-
ment. All are agreed that the present
system, which was inaugurated to regulate
supplies, is working in every way satis-
factorily. in addition, the )rimary Pro-
ducers’ Associastion has circolarised the
whole of their branches and in not one
case has a complaint becn received.
Trucks are supplied to agents on the prin-
¢iple of the law of supply and demand.

lion., E. M. Gray: What about the
upiuion of the consumers?!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: XNo
complaints, so far as I know, have been
received from them; at any rate no com-
plaints that have been founded on a solid
basis. I have heard allegations made but
there has been no proof, There is nothing
to prevent any butcher from buying direct
from the grower. If retailers had any
diflieulty in getting supplies at a reason-
able price under existing conditions, they
would certainly go into the country and
make their purchases. There would be no
einbarge on the provision of trucks for the
supply of cattle and it would bhe
detrimental to the selling interests® if
the butehers were obliged to go into the
country to purchase stock, because the
gelling agents depend for their livelibood
on the commisgsion that they make. I am
informed that any reputable person may
gset up as a selling agent and secure con-
trol of trucks, There is no objection to
that course.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Mr, Gray might set
up as onme,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
if he could convince the Minister that he
was genuine, The Minister has gone
thoroughly into the question. He made a
szarching investigation and was unable to
find any trace of market rigging, and he
is more than ever convinced that the ex-
isting system should be continued., If any
solid evidence can be supplied by a grower
to prove that the high price of meat ia
due to the manipulation of trucks by
selling agents, Mr. Willeock will be only
too pleased to take energetic action, More
than one member urged that provision
should be made for increasing the number
of portfolioed Ministers. I do not wish
to express my opinion on that point at
this stage but I may be permitted to refer
to a cognate subjeect. The burden of
individual Ministers has certainly become
more weighty during recent years. After
my long absence from administration work
I have found that a practice has grown
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up which is threatening to make the life
of Ministers a burden. At one time the
Under Secretary was largely availed of
by the public in conneetion with the work
of adwinistration, but in recent years the
useful Under Secrctary has been pushed

into  the Dbackground and  everyone
wants to see  the  Minister.  That
is not all. Government by deputation

seems to a great extent to have taken the
place of government per medium of FPar-
linmentary representatives. Whether tne
question be great or small, there appears
to be the idea in the public mind that tne
only method of securing the ear of the
AMinister is by organising a monster depu-
tation. Twmportant questions =arise from
time to time in connection with which
rep-esentations to Ministers are justifi-
able, but in many instances the members
for the district could present the case in
a quarter of the time and with consider-
ably more force by a quiet discussion with
the Minister than is possible under the
pro~esa of attempting to capture the posi-
tion by storm. At one time also the Under
Secretary wasg the vehicle of communica-
tion hetween the Minister and the publie.
Sinre I was in office, the practice of direct
comwnnication by the Minister with all
and surdrv bas come into existence. T
intend to discourage that practice as mueh
as possible and to confine correspondence
direet with members of Parliament and
important public bodies where guestions
of policy are involved. It must be recog-
nised, if the public will only give the
matter consideration, that while the Min-
ister iz practically conducting a corres-
pondence branch of the service, he is un-
able to give serious and ample attention
to prohlems affecting the public welfare.
Members: Ilear, hear!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Gray referred to the cost of conveying
country echildren to sehool and he said
that the amount invelved, £13,000, should
be reduced by half. He gave no reason
for the suggestion. If we adopted it the
result would be a considerahle increage in
public expenditure. If there was no such
provision for the conveyance or children
to distant country schools, we would be
compelled to build new schools and pro-
vide them with equipment and appoint
teachers, A large mnumber of schoais
would in this way have to be erected if
Mr. Gray's proposal were carried into
effect. He states that well-to-do farmers
are getting an allowance in this respeet.
I do not know whether that is so or not.

Hon. E. H. Gray: T will furnish faets.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
people of this country have decided that
there shall be free education and, that
being so, conveyance should be free, and
there ghould be no question about well-to-
do or ill-to-do farmers, or anyone else.
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That is the view T take. Under the exist-
irg system children are conveyed some-
times 10 miles and upwards to their
respective schools, The method adopted
is for the Department to obtain quotes from
people who own cars, and the cost involved
is sometimes as much as £150, sometimes
£100, and sometimes perhaps £200 a
vear. The system, however, has achieved
its purpose and ¢nables 2 large number of
children to be educated. That, I think, is
conducive to the benefit of the community
as a whole. I do not think Mr. Gray was
very serious in connection with the mat-
ter. My opinion is that he is walking
along the wrong track. I thought Mr.
Stephenson was going to attack me in
connection with the interview I gave to
the I’ress on the subjeet of the Singapore-
Java trade. Some jears ago the merchants
of Perth and Fremantle, and members of
the Chamhers of Commerce, made a great
outery against the Government and said
that the ‘‘Kangaroo,”’ which had heen
working abroad, should be put on the
Singapore and Java trade, in order to
develop that trade with Western Aus-
tralin. The Government ecarefuny coun-
sidered the matter and, having put on
the ‘‘Kangaroo,’’ decided to reduce
freights so that the producers of Western
Australia should be able to compete
effectively with the producers in tne
Eastern States. At the commencement
there was reason to believe that the
trade with Woestern Australia wounld
develop satisfactorily. Later, however, it
has not been very brisk. There has
been an increase in the export of flour but
not as much as might have been expected,
and wmatters have reached that stage that
merchants seem to take little interest in the
direction of developing trade between Java
and Singapore and Western Australia. The
‘“Kangaroo’’ has been losing money on her
outward trips, but has to a certain extent
recouped herself by the trade on the back
Journeys. Insufficient encouragement has
been given by the prodncers of Western Aus-
tralia to the trade. My object in giving the
interview to the Press waa to induce people
to recognise the need for developing the
trade between Weatern Aunstralia and Java
tnd Singapore. Aceording to the remarks
of Mr. Stephenson there doss not seem to
he much hope of developing that trade, and
I very much regret to hear it

Hon. A, Lovekin: We cannot get the
goods back nnder the Federal conditions.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I have
not attempted to deal with every question
that has been raised during the debate. That
would be a tremendouws task, and wonld
promise very little result. Where informa-
tion has been sought upon important mat-
ters T have endeavoured to supply it; and
when wrong impressions have been created
I have endeavoured to correct them. That
i3 the course I intend to pursue in the future.
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This may mean a good deal of work for me
as [ eader of the House, but I think mem-
bers are entitled to know how matters stand
and the reason for any course of action
that iy decided upon by the Government.
So far ns 1 am able T will supply them with
that information, I will do all I ean to
earry out my duties to the satisfaetion of
the House and, as I hope, to the advantage
of the counntry.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
repdy adopted.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I move—

That thr Address be preseated to Hia
Ereel ney the Licutennnt-Governor by
the President and such members as may
desire to accompany him,

(rwstion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT --SPECTAL,
Ti ("OLONTAL SECRETARY: T move—-

Thet the House at itz rising adjourn
vatit Tuesday, 9th September.

Qoestion put and passed.

House adiourncd at 9.34 p.m.

BLegislative  Hsscmbly,
Hednesday, 20th Ay sty 1924,

Questions: Rallways, Merredln Statlon 416
Trusteea Caolonial Investment Act ... 416
Address-in-reply, conclusion 416
Bills : Lezs! Practitlonera Act Amendment W, 4B
Clo~er Settlement, 1R. . 484
Arbitratlon Act Amendment. 1R, ... 464
Workers’ Compensation Act Amendment. 1B, 464
Privote Savings Bapk, 1k, ... 404
Yuspection of Seaﬂoldfmz. 404
Road Districts Rates, . 464
Jury Act Amendment-, ln. 404

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., trd read prayers.

QUFSTION—RATLWAYS, MERREDIN

STATION,

Ar. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Bailwavs: 1, Is he aware that the ex-mem-
ber for \vun (Mr. Ilarrison) oo the 21st
Tecemt 1, 1923, wrote to the Merredin Road
Finard o« follows:— ‘Loan Estimates pro-
vide £1.000 to be spent at Merredin gtation
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and vard. Hope this may be increased’’t
2,Wil] he ascertuin which of the ex-Minis-
ters, i.e., the Premier, Minister for Works,
or Minister for Railways, anthorised Mr.
Harrison te make such a statement? 3,
Will he see the promise made is hinnoured
and £4,000 placed on the 1924.25 Lean
Estimates for the Merredin station and
varnd!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The sum of £4,000 was in-
cluded in the Loan Estimates of the Railway
Department for 1923-24 for improvements
at Merredin if ecopsidered necessary, but
the expoenditure was not authorised by the
Government. The hon. member could doubt-
less ascertain from the, ex-Ministers direct
which (if any) of them gave Mr, Harrison
the information. 3, No promise can be
made at prsent, but the request will be
horne in mind.

QUESTION—TRUSTEES COLOXIAL
INVESTMENT ACT,

My, GRIFTITHS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it proposed this session to
amend the Act relating to the investment of
trust funids? 2, If so, will this be done
carty in the session?

The MININTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fleveath Day—~Conc'usion.

Dehate resumed from the previous day.

Mr, HUGHES (East Perth) [435): I
join with other members in congratulating
¥ou, Hir, njon your elevation to the dis-
tinguishul position of Speaker. I also con-
gratylate the Premier and his colleapues
upon their clevation to the Treasury bench,

Alr. George: You will commiserate with
them hefore long.
Mr. HIFGHES: T also extend my con-

gratulations to the new members of this
House, T am sorry the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has been obliged to absent himself
from this Chamber for the last fortnight
owing to the state of his health, and trust
it will not be long betore we see him here
agnin., T also desire to extend to him my
svmpathy.  Not long ago he had a great
number of {riends, but these are evidently
not «n favourably dispused towards him now
a8 they were. This is one of the things a
public man has to ynt up with, Apparently
peo le must have new gods. Tt is remark-
ahle how the friends of sucvess leave a man
in the hour of adversity. I am pleased to
say that Sir James Mitehell’s loval col-
leaue, the member for Murray-Wellington
{(Mr. Georee) is otill with him  aed is
vicornpsly fichting on his behalf. 1 hape
thut hen, member will remain long enongh
in the Chamber to become a little modern-
ised.



